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 BANSTEAD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH SERVICES 

  
If you are not on our mailing list and would like to receive 

regular updates by email please let Linda know AT 

LJRichards50@hotmail.co.uk  

 

Details of all our services are on our website 
www.bansteadurc.org.uk 

 or from 
the Church Leader or Church Secretary  

(contact details on back cover) 

 
All services take place in the Church building at 10:30am on 

Sundays and are also available on Zoom.  
Zoom link for services: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9922047878?pwd=SmxXY0lKckk
vcFhJdFM1UTFHYjR0Zz09 

Meeting ID: 992 204 7878 
Passcode: 126600 

 
Our services are recorded and can be viewed on our web 

site. 
 

 Tidings is edited by Ken Richards 
with assistance from the Tidings team – 

Diana Parsk, Mair Dinnage and Fiona Gayner. 
Address: 3 Breech Lane, Tadworth KT20 7SQ 

 e-mail: burctidings@hotmail.co.uk 
 

We are happy to receive your contributions, ideas and 
suggestions for Tidings at any time but copy for the Winter 
edition should be with us by Sunday, 28th November 2021  

at the latest. 
 

mailto:LJRichards50@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.bansteadurc.org.uk/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9922047878?pwd=SmxXY0lKckkvcFhJdFM1UTFHYjR0Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9922047878?pwd=SmxXY0lKckkvcFhJdFM1UTFHYjR0Zz09
mailto:burctidings@hotmail.co.uk
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Dear Friends, 

I know that many of us find regular Bible reading difficult.  Even 
if we do manage to set aside a special time of the day to read 
God’s Word we are often faced with passages we don’t really 
understand or that we struggle to relate to our everyday lives.  I 
came across the following story which may give you some 
encouragement. 

An old man lived on a farm in the mountains with his young 
grandson. Each morning, he was up early sitting at the kitchen 
table reading from his old worn-out Bible. His grandson who 
wanted to be just like him tried to imitate him in any way he could. 

One day the grandson asked, "Grandpa, I try to read the Bible 
just like you but I don't understand it, and what I do understand I 
forget as soon as I close the book. What good does reading the 
Bible do?" 

The Grandfather quietly turned from putting coal in the stove and 
said, "Take this coal basket down to the river and bring back a 
basket of water." 

The boy did as he was told, even though all the water leaked out 
before he could get back to the house. 

The grandfather laughed and said, "You will have to move a little 
faster next time," and sent him back to the river with the basket 
to try again. 

This time the boy ran faster, but again the basket was empty 
before he returned home. Out of breath, he told his grandfather 
that it was impossible to carry water in a basket, and he went to 
get a bucket instead. 

The old man said, "I don't want a bucket of water; I want a basket 
of water. You can do this. You're just not trying hard enough," 
and he went out the door to watch the boy try again. 
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At this point, the boy knew it was impossible, but he wanted to 
show his grandfather that even if he ran as fast as he could, the 
water would leak out before he got far at all. The boy scooped 
the water and ran hard, but when he reached his grandfather the 
basket was again empty. Out of breath, he said, "See Grandpa, 
it's useless!" 

"So you think it is useless?" The old man said, "Look at the 
basket." The boy looked at the basket and for the first time he 
realized that the basket looked different. Instead of a dirty old 
coal basket, it was clean. 

"Son, that's what happens when you read the Bible. You might 
not understand or remember everything, but when you read it, it 
will change you from the inside out. 

That is the work of God in our lives. To change us from the inside 
out and to slowly transform us into the image of His son. Take 
time to read a portion of God's word each day. 

It is natural to struggle to understand what we read but there are 
many books and guides to help us such as New Daylight’ 
produced by the BRF (Bible Reading Fellowship) and ‘Daily 
Bread’ from the Scripture Union.  For those of you with internet 
access I would thoroughly recommend the URC daily devotions 
https://devotions.urc.org.uk You can sign up to receive daily 
emails containing a reading, reflection and prayer for every day 
of the year. 

It may not be January but the start of the new school year is an 
excellent time to make a New Year’s resolution – why not 
consider setting yourself the 
challenge of reading the 
Bible every day? 

Keep well, keep safe  

 

https://devotions.urc.org.uk/
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 

As the new school year begins we think of our young people: 

 Some will be starting new schools or continuing their 
education in the same place – we think of them as they 
make new friendships and renew old ones; 
 

 some are entering their final year at school - we wish them 
all the best with their studies and university applications; 

 

 others have completed their time at school/college – we 
pray for them as they make plans for their future. 

 

 

Please remember Diana Parsk in your prayers as she struggles 
with vision problems and the side effects of steroids. 

 

We were sorry to learn of the death of Gareth Dinnage, Mair’s 
son and Kevin’s brother, after a long illness.  We pray for his 
widow, Kath, and all the family at this sad time. 

 

We continue to care for many of our church family who are 
struggling with failing health and mobility at the moment, we ask 
that they will feel supported and upheld in God’s love. 

 

We send our love and best wishes to our friend and former 
member Jo Patel as she is commissioned as Local Church 
Leader at Wattisfield URC in Suffolk on 19th September. 

 



Page 6  Tidings Autumn 2021 

CHURCH LIFE SUNDAY 2021 

 
Church Life Sunday took place on Sunday 4th July this year.    As 
is our custom the service included the Church Secretary’s annual 
report. The report is published here. 
 
 

Looking Back 
 

It would be very easy to 
reflect on the many 
negatives of the last year but 
I am sure you would not want 
me to do that. After saying 
farewell to John Gordon (and 
we wish him and Alison and 
their family well as they move 
to Morecambe on 14 July) Linda has stepped up in a remarkable 
way offering wonderful leadership to our Church. Her inspiring 
Weekly Newsletters, Red Ribbons on the noticeboard for 
Remembrance Day, the Advent Calendar and the Lent Readings 
and Bible Studies are just some of the things that spring to mind 
in addition to her inspiring services and warm pastoral care. 

David Skitt has also led services full of stimulation and given 
those of us who needed it, much care and support given with 
sensitivity and in such an uplifting friendly way. Thanks to Roy 
Jordan and David for their discussion groups on Politics and 
Religion. 

It is encouraging that we have filled the 2 vacancies on the Elders 
Meeting.  It is always a great moment in the life of the church to 
ordain or induct a new Elder and we are delighted that Cliff and 
Madeline have been inducted back to the Elders Meeting today 
and thanks again to Joyce Carlisle who has now retired.. 

Madeline continues to do great work as our Pulpit Supply 
Secretary and produces us wonderful preachers and particularly 
last Sunday when we enjoyed having with us the Moderator of 
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General Assembly, Revd Clare Downing – you cannot go much 
higher than that Madeline. 

Cliff has provided good support to our relatively new Treasurer, 
Kevin and we repeat our thanks to Cliff for the huge amount of 
work which he has done in relation to the insurance claim relating 
to loss of hall lettings income.  

We are very fortunate indeed in having such a wonderful group 
of Elders who have been giving much support to their flocks 
during the pandemic in addition to their various duties. Certain 
things may seem small but we remember the delivery of daffodils 
to everyone for Mothering Sunday which was the inspiration of 
Chris Harris and Sheila Costello. During the long time that we 
were unable to worship in church many people enjoyed the 
initiative of flowers being delivered and are grateful to Sheenah 
Mepham for organising this. 

We take safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults very 
seriously and it has been good that many of the elders have 
taken up the excellent training sessions led by our Synod 
Safeguarding Officer, Belinda Nielsen. 

Special thanks to Chris Harris and Sue Dinnage for their unsung 
support of our young people and their encouragement of them at 
an incredibly difficult time for children and young people. We are 
very grateful to you both. 

On 27 September Linda had the joy of baptising Lachlan Morley-
Smith who we were able to meet subsequently. 

Of course, Kevin wears two hats and we appreciate all that he 
does as Treasurer and Chairman of the House Management 
Committee including the challenges of risk assessments in the 
Covid world. Kevin sensibly is able to delegate on occasions and 
we appreciate the work done by Paul Chadburn assisted by Ruth 
Williams in in relation to our new entrance doors. Also I would 
like to thank Chris Brittain for all the behind-the-scenes jobs he 
does to our premises. 
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I think we may have thanked Ian Catt once before for the huge 
amount of work he has been doing in relation to Zoom. All of us 
have been amazed at the way that Ian has transformed our 
worship life through his very considerable technical abilities but 
probably not realised the hours and hours of work which Ian has 
put in in his quiet and modest way. We know it has been a steep 
learning curve for you Ian including when we returned to church 
on 23 May which meant synchronising zoom for people 
worshipping at home. So Ian thanks again and again. 

During the pandemic we have got use to be people being 
requested to unmute themselves and other people mistakenly 
thinking they had. 

Linda stepped down as editor of Tidings after 19 years of 
amazing work and Ken has proved to be a worthy successor 
although we're not sure whether he still has a sore arm. We are 
grateful to the editorial team of Mair Dinnage, Fiona Gayner and 
Diana Parsk. 

Diana produced on her own initiative a magnificent addition of 
Tidings for our 80th Anniversary and it was again recently that 
one former member told me how much she had appreciated it. 

The Hazel Usher Fund has continued to provide support for 
disabled people and the committee were sad to learn recently 
that the Banstead Leisure Project who we have supported for 
many years and which used to meet on Sunday evenings 
supporting people with learning difficulties had decided to 
dissolve although were passing on their work to Mid Surrey 
Mencap. The fund has continued to provide ongoing support to 
various people in need and we have been pleased to give 
support to a young boy in Redhill with Aspergers to enable him 
to attend a specialist nursery several months before he would 
have qualified for assistance 
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Looking Forward 
 

I spoke at some length 
during the service on 
30 May with regard to 
our Interfaith Initiative 
inspired by our good 
friend, Revd Philip 
Brooks and we are 
very much hoping to 
be able to meet our 
Muslim friends in person at their mosque. We also hope that it 
will not be too long before we are able to meet up with our friends 
from Dessau. 

Life in the Banstead Five has naturally been quiet but we look 
forward to being joined by Revd Phil Maudsley from North 
Manchester in an area of real deprivation who is hoped will be 
installed as All Saints new Vicar in August. We look forward to 
the delayed 30th anniversary celebration of the signing of the 
Covenant on 15 May next year when the Church leaders are due 
to be with us. 

The Surrey and Sussex Pastoral Committee have accepted the 
scoping report prepared by Revd Ted Bellingham and Revd 
Roger Wood where they recommended Banstead being scoped 
for ministry at 50-60% and it will now be up to the Pastoral 
Committee to link us with another church and we will then be 
formally put on the vacancy list.  We have invited our Interim 
Moderator, Revd Kim Plumpton to attend our next Elders 
Meeting and we look forward to meeting her and also then our 
Moderator, Revd Bridget Banks in discussing our way forward. 
Let us hope that it will not be too long before we are able to 
welcome a new Minister. 

In his letter to the people who will be attending General Assembly 
virtually which commences on Friday 9 July through to Monday 
the URC General Secretary, Revd Dr. John Bradbury says: 
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“As we gather for the Assembly, peering into our cameras and 
waving at one another through the ether, we know in our bones 
that nothing will ever be quite the same again, just as we also 
know the power of the allure of the familiar. We cannot guess at 
the shape we will be as a Church in five years’ time, never mind 
ten, never mind the church we will hand to the care of the 
generations who come after us. And yet, in the midst of that 
uncertainty, we know that Christ calls us to be his disciples, to 
follow the promptings of the Spirit, and to live and proclaim good 
news for the whole of creation. We know that God does not 
abandon God’s people, but reshapes and restores them in ways 
the human mind can barely fathom.” 

We pray that we may have some return to normality shortly and 
be able to sing! 

Life will not return to pre-Covid days and we will all be thinking 
of how we can continue to adapt and welcome new friends to join 
us. We thank God for our Church and the fellowship we share 
and look to Him for strength and guidance. 

Nothing stays still everything flows. 

Alan Kirby 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
The following are the annual reports from our various Church 
Committees. 

 

FINANCE REPORT 2021 
 
I’d like to begin this report by saying a special 
thanks to Cliff Houghton, Assistant Treasurer, 
and Alan Kirby, Lettings Officer, who have both 
put in an enormous amount of work in a very 
difficult year.  In addition to the regular support 
they give, Cliff and Alan worked incredibly hard 
to develop and present a detailed claim to our 

Insurers which resulted in the recovery of a significant amount of 
the letting income we lost due to the Pandemic, with more to 
come.  In addition, Cliff maintains the electronic books on a 
monthly basis and Alan has kept relationships with our regular 
hirers ‘warm’ whilst they were unable to use our halls.  We are 
now anticipating a return to more regular occupancy of our halls 
in the Autumn although we expect it will be a while before things 
return to pre pandemic levels on income.  Thanks are also due 
to Pauline Brittain who manages the collection of the letting fees. 

The Church’s 2020 accounts were presented at the Church 
Meeting held on 13th January 2021 and were approved subject 
to independent examination.  The accounts showed a deficit of 
£14,690 on the general fund, due primarily to a reduction of 46% 
in our lettings income.  

Our general fund expenses remained stable and in 2020 we 
maintained our full contribution to the URC’s Ministry and 
Mission Fund despite the reduction in our income.  In the 
interests of financial prudency we felt it only right to budget for 
an overall reduction in income of at least 20% in 2021 and this 
meant we were only able to guarantee to pay 80% of our 2020 
contribution to the M&M fund this year.  Towards the end of the 
year, when we know how much we have been able to recover 
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via the insurance claim, we will review whether we can increase 
our contribution. 

What has been heartening to report is that committed giving and 
other offerings have remained fairly stable throughout the 
pandemic so a big thank you to everyone for maintaining and in 
some cases increasing your giving.  It has also been very helpful 
to see a shift towards more giving by bank transfer or direct debit 
which reduces administrative costs and time. 

In 2020 we made donations of over £4,000 to various charities 
and although we have reduced this budget to £2,400 for 2021 
we will hopefully be able to restore it for 2022 

We have yet to decide whether to let the now vacant manse but 
even if we do, any income raised will go directly into a dedicated 
‘manse fund’. 

Kevin Dinnage 
Treasurer 
 

 
 

HOUSE MANAGEMENT REPORT 2021 
 
Chair: Kevin Dinnage 
Members: Chris Brittain, Alan Kirby, Paul 
Chadburn 
Associate members: Pauline Brittain, Helen 
McClure, Sue Dinnage, Alison Skitt 

Contractors: Joanna Coetzer (Cleaning); Phyllis Knight 
(Caretaking) 
 
In an otherwise quiet year (for obvious reasons) the only 
significant project we undertook was the replacement of the front 
doors which Paul Chadburn project managed with support from 
Ruth Williams and Chris Brittain.  The result has been an 
excellent improvement to both the initial ‘welcome’ we are able 
to give people as they enter the premises and the improved 
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security which a modern multipoint locked door offers.  Thanks 
to everyone involved in this valuable ‘lockdown’ project. 

The need to make sure the premises were safe to reoccupy after 
both lockdowns obviously took up some time, with the evidence 
of the practical measure we had to take visible to everyone who 
has come back into church recently.  We were pleased to be able 
to re-engage Joanna and Phyllis, both of whom have been 
extremely helpful and flexible over an uncertain 18 months. 

We have had the car park markings repainted and have had 
some success in controlling unauthorized parking by the simple 
use of 3 cones placed across the entrance when the building is 
not in use.  This has been such a problem that I am afraid this 
does mean that unless you are actually using the premises, we 
would ask members not to use the car park as it is important we 
have sufficient spaces for people who will be increasingly coming 
back to use our buildings.  

Ian Catt has been doing a lot of work in connection with the AV 
systems which mean we now have very effective ‘hybrid’ church 
services which will become the pattern for the future.  One of our 
electricity meters has also been replaced with a smart meter. 

Looking forward with the manse now vacant we will need to 
decide what work needs doing on it and whether we let it out.    
We need to review the church buildings and develop a priority list 
of actions required to maintain them in good condition and decide 
whether to replace the hot water boiler in the kitchen and if so, 
with what type. 

My thanks to all the team members for their continued support 
and hard work 

Kevin Dinnage 
Chair House Management Committee  
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YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S 

REPORT 

Well, what a year!!   

You may not have seen our 
young people on Zoom very often, but, through various means, 
Sunday Club has continued throughout the various iterations of 
lockdown! 

For several months, weekly sessions were sent electronically to 
10 families – these included stories, links to online videos and 
activities to be completed at any time during the week.  For 
Christmas and Lent/Easter, we compiled packs of books and 
craft activities which covered several weeks – one of the most 
popular was baking pretzels and we received several photos of 
excellent results. 

We even managed to produce a nativity on Zoom with only one 
rehearsal – minimal costumes but still including ‘Starry Night’ 
and some cheesy humour! 

Sue and I have Zoomed with our older members allowing us to 
keep in touch with them and play Bible bingo and other games.  
As part of our services during the year, we have enjoyed 
readings and singing from Sunday Club members adding to the 
richness of our worship. 

Since Easter, Sue has single handedly prepared and sent out 
our SC sessions for which we are all very grateful.  
Consequently, when we return in September, she will be taking 
a well deserved break but will be returning for Christmas!!  

You will be aware that the numbers of young people attending 
church have decreased over the last years – ironically we were 
able to reach more families electronically so SC leaders have 
decisions to make about the way forward.  We are as 
enthusiastic and committed as ever so watch this space!  
 
Chris Harris 
Chair, Youth and Children’s Work Committee 
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IMPACT REPORT 

 With the impact of COVID 19 on all our lives, the work 
of the committee has been largely curtailed, as we have 
been unable to meet and plan events in the usual way. 

To help us stay connected we initiated a Coffee 
Connection Chat, on zoom! This was a monthly open 
chat with church and other friends. We covered a 
number of topical subjects but mainly had a chat, drank 
our coffee, and connected during an isolating time. 

We did hold a special Christian Aid service via zoom on 16 May 
21 where many of the committee contributed and we considered 
ways to support our brothers and sisters and look after the 
planet. Subsequently we received a thank you letter from 
Christian Aid for our donations to their work. 

The good news is we are now able to meet and so the committee 
are busy planning what next! We were very pleased to welcome 
Sheila Costello back to the committee. 

Look out for a Coffee Morning on 30 Oct 21, and a Beetle Drive 
on 20 Nov 21, full details to be ready soon.  

 
Madeline Cranfield 
Chair, Impact Committee 
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WORSHIP AND FAITH REPORT 

Chair: Linda Richards 
Committee members:  
Ruth Williams, 
Ian Catt, Chris Harris,  
Fiona Gayner, Jane Cushnie. 
 
 
The last twelve months have been a testing time for the worship 
life of our church but I think it is fair to say we have all risen to 
the challenge.  The way in which the congregation has embraced 
new ways of worshipping has astounded me.  It has been 
wonderful to be able not only to worship together but also share 
Holy Communion and take part in Bible Studies through the 
wonders of Zoom.    

We were able to return to our church building briefly in autumn 
2020 which was particularly timely as we were able to welcome 
Lachlan Morley-Smith into our church family.  But before long we 
were in lockdown once more. 

Christmas 2020 was certainly a Christmas with a difference!   

The virtual Advent Calendar with a reading and a prayer for each 
day helped in our spiritual preparation for Christmas along with 
four ‘Advent Conversations’ on Zoom.   

Sunday Club’s Zoom Nativity brought the story to life for us once 
more – the imagination of Sue and Chris never fails to amaze us! 

Carols by Candlelight had a very different feel to it with the 
readings all being pre-recorded in the church building and 
‘stitched’ together seamlessly by Ian.   

Although it was disappointing not to be able to celebrate the birth 
of Jesus in the usual way, our Christmas Day Zoom service was 
well received and it was good to be able to welcome friends and 
family from further afield who, thanks to technology were able to 
be part of our worship. 
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During Lent we offered a series of Bible Studies and many 
members of the Church helped with the reading of Mark’s Gospel 
in its entirety, recordings of which were sent out each day leading 
up to Easter. 

Still under lockdown conditions, we took part in the Banstead 
Five Churches Zoom Lent Service on Palm Sunday and were 
grateful to Chris and Sheila for putting together a very 
meaningful service for us on Good Friday.  

There was no Easter Egg hunt in the church for the children this 
year but it was wonderful to see their contributions to ‘thatching 
the cross’ during our Easter morning service. 

Pentecost saw us celebrating our return to church, masked and 
distanced, but we were back!  Technology and Ian’s expertise 
have served us well: we have been able to continue meeting 
together – some on Zoom, some in the church building and some 
watching a recording later in the week.  Our numbers in church 
are slowly increasing as people become more confident about 
mixing with others. 

We are very grateful to Madeline, who, as our pulpit supply 
secretary, has ensured that we have had an excellent 
assortment of preachers leading our worship whether in person 
or on Zoom. 

As we look forward, we do not know what the future will hold for 
ministry at Banstead URC, but perhaps we can draw hope from 
Moses’ words to Joshua “Be determined and confident.  The 
Lord himself will lead you and be with you.  He will not fail you or 
abandon you, so do not lose courage or be afraid.” 
(Deuteronomy 31:7,8) 

 
Linda Richards 
Chair, Worship & Faith Committee 
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INTRODUCING – JOHN FANNIN 

I was born in County Cavan in 
Republic of Ireland which is a 
county on the border of 
Northern Ireland.  My parents 
were farmers so my childhood 
was spent in the farming world 
alongside my sister who was 3 
years younger than me.  

I went to a local village national 
(primary) school which was about half a mile walk from my 
home.  The school had about 25 children and one teacher that 
taught the whole school across all the age groups.  Then I moved 
onto the secondary comprehensive school and finished up at 
agricultural college in County Tipperary. 

I went to Sunday school and church at the local Church of Ireland 
about 2 miles from home.  I played table tennis from a young age 
and football for my local club.  Whilst I really enjoyed football, 
table tennis became my passion to pursue in later years.  

After agricultural college I stayed on the farm until I was 21 years 
old.  I was not so interested in farming as my livelihood and was 
always thinking of what else I could do.  I had a close friend who 
had moved to work in England and was doing very well with his 
ice cream van.  So in May 1963, I decided to go move to England 
and try a similar thing myself.  Initially I was employed by 
someone to see if I would like 
it. After about 4 months, I 
started out on my own with a 
new ice cream van.  I ended 
up with 3 ice cream vans and 
it proved to be very 
successful.  

I met my wife Olive at a local dance in September 1962. We did 
know each other from meeting at previous dances. We got 
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married in January 1968 in the Church of Ireland Kilnaleck 
Church in County Cavan.   

In 1970, my father took ill so I felt that I should return home to 
Ireland.  So I sold up the three vans to the drivers and came back 
home. 

After a few months, my father recovered.  I still struggled to settle 
into the farming way of life.  A business came up for sale close 
to my home town so I bought it.  It was a mini market petrol 
station together with a newsagent and post office.   

It was a very good business but not nearly as profitable as the 
ice cream business in England.  Eventually I sold the business 
and bought a newsagent and card shop in Dame Street 
Dublin.  Dame Street was in central location opposite Trinity 
College and close to local Dublin theatres and restaurants.  I also 
bought a house in Dublin.  

By this stage, Olive and I had 4 young children.   

The business in Dublin was very busy but increasingly we found 
that the taxation in Ireland was very high compared to 
England.  In addition cars together with motoring and insurance 
costs were also exceptionally high in Ireland compared to what 
we had seen in England.  We felt our children would have a 
better future in England.  In 1984, I sold the shop and decided to 
look at businesses in England.  We had a family caravan and 
before we made a decision to sell our house, we decided to take 
a holiday to England.  The children had school holidays so we 
set off the England and took 6 weeks to travel around for a 
holiday.  We visited many places including London, Exeter and 
Gloucester.  We stayed about a week on each campsite and 
location.  Eventually we found a shop on the outskirts of 
Gloucester and we bought it as our next business.  

We returned from England after our 6 week holiday and sold our 
house in Dublin within 3 weeks.  We bought our house in 
Gloucester and in October 1984, the family moved over to 
Gloucester with our dog.  
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This new business was a mini market, newsagent and food 
sandwich bar on a trading estate which had four thousand 
people working there.  This was an excellent business.  

Finally in 2002, someone offered to buy our business so we sold 
it.  I was not terribly keen but Olive thought it would be a good 
opportunity to retire as the children had all left home and were 
all working.  So that was the end of our business ventures.  

We then moved to Surrey in 2004.  Olive wanted to be near some 
of our children as we got older.  Two of our four children live in 
Surrey with our grandchildren and it has become a central place 
for all the family to meet up and for our son from Nottingham and 
daughter from Bournemouth to come and visit us all with their 
families.  

Sport was always a large part of my life and all my 
children.  Table Tennis was my main sport for me 
where I played in a couple of leagues, and also 
played County for Gloucestershire.  When we 
moved to Surrey, I also played for Surrey County.  
I also played Veterans National tournaments and 
British League.  After I retired I had more time so I 

played World Championships, European Championships and 
International matches for England.  I also played tennis in the 
local Banstead and Kingswood lawn tennis clubs.  I have now 
given up tennis but continue to play snooker a couple of times a 
week.  I still go dancing with my wife Olive every weekend and 
have two allotments where those farming skills have come into 
use many years later.  

I have been a member of Banstead URC for over 8 years and 
have made many friends over that time. 
 
John Fannin 
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A POEM TO REFLECT ON… 
 

DUST IF YOU MUST 
 

Dust if you must, but wouldn’t it be better 

To paint a picture or write a letter 

Bake a cake or plant a seed 

Ponder the difference between want and need? 

 

Dust if you must, but there’s not much time 

With rivers to swim and mountains to climb 

Music to hear and books to read 

Friends to cherish and life to lead 

 

Dust if you must, but the world’s out there 

With the sun in your eyes, the wind in your hair 

A flutter of snow, a shower of rain. 

This day will not come round again. 

 

Dust if you must, but bear in mind, 

Old age will come and it’s not kind 

And when you go – and go you must – 

You, yourself, will make more dust 

 

Anon 
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PANTO IS BACK 

(oh no its not, oh yes it is!) 

If you missed us in the lockdown The Pilgrim Pantomime 
Company are back! 
Preparations are under way for our January 2022 production of 
Jack and the Beanstalk 
Rehearsals start in September, and all are welcome to take part 
in any way.  
If you are a young person interested in acting, singing, dancing, 
working back stage, doing make up or helping in any way then 
we need you to be part of our team! 
Year 4s to 7s can join the junior dance team  
Year 8s to 13s plus for the senior cast and chorus.  All welcome 
even if your school days are behind you. 
No experience is necessary but fun is guaranteed! 
If you are interested, please contact Beverley Kent, or Diane 
Forzani for more information. 
 
Beverley Kent 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you like Pantomimes? 
A few members & friends are going to 

Wimbledon Theatre on Wednesday, December 
15th Matinée. We go by bus from The Woolpack. 

We have 2 spaces. Stall seats £15.  

Please contact Tweeny 01737 355513 
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Banstead Community Association is again hosting the annual 
Combined Charities Christmas Event, which will be held in the 
Banstead Community Hall, Park Road, Banstead, SM7 3AJ on 
SATURDAY, 2nd OCTOBER 2021 from 9.30 am to 2.00 pm. 

At least 13 national or local charities will have stalls selling their 
Christmas cards, calendars and other gift items.  It provides an 
opportunity to find out more about the work of the charities, meet 
the volunteers who give their time willingly to support good 
causes and stock up with cards well before Christmas. 

Light refreshments and lunches will be on sale and there will be 
a raffle. 

The hall has a large free car park and the entry fee will be only 
20p per person. We will, of course, be conforming with any 
government guidelines current at the time but, in any case, hand 
sanitisers will be available and the wearing of face-coverings will 
be recommended. 

Further details from: Bill Mills - Tel: 01737 373456 or email: 
bill.mills@btinternet.com  

 

mailto:bill.mills@btinternet.com
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MONDAY CLUB – PLANS FOR THE FUTURE 

 
For those who are not familiar with the Monday Club, we are a 
group of mature folk who meet in the Spencer Hall on alternate 
Mondays for two hours to enjoy each other’s company.  We 
normally have a speaker followed by tea and biscuits. 

Because of COVID 19 we, like everyone else, have been in 
lockdown.  Being optimistic we are making plans to start up again 
on the 6th September.  Members have requested that the 
Monday Club meeting change to the afternoon.  We are getting 
on a bit and the thought of coming out on a cold winters’ night is 
not a good one.  We are moving to afternoon meetings, from 2pm 
to 4pm on alternate Mondays starting from 6th September.   

The Monday Club has been running for 65 years and we are 
determined to continue this.  The committee members have had 
a meeting and have tried to plan as interesting and diverse a 
programme as we can under the present day restrictions and 
following the government guidelines.  At the moment we are 
predominantly ladies but gentlemen are welcome to come along 
and give it a try. 

 
Harriet Patterson 
 

 

 
 

AMUSING ANAGRAMS 

PRESBYTERIAN < = > BEST IN PRAYER 

ELECTION RESULTS < = > LIES – LET’S RECOUNT 

THE MORSE CODE < = > HERE COME DOTS 

SNOOZE ALARMS < = > ALAS NO MORE Z’S 

SLOT MACHINES < = > CASH LOST IN ME 

ELEVEN PLUS TWO < = > TWELVE PLUS ONE 
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THE AUTUMN / WINTER 

PROGRAMME 2021-22 
 
 
Banstead Arts Festival Society is looking ahead cautiously to an 
Autumn/Winter season, albeit one in which elements of social 
distancing will have to continue. All four concerts in the season 
are re-bookings of artists whose dates had to be cancelled last 
year. The outstanding musicianship of the artists will have been 
worth the wait. 

9th October 2021 - Sofya Gulyak, the first woman to win the 
Leeds Piano Competition in 2009 presents a programme of 
towering works, including one of Beethoven’s late sonatas Bach-
Busoni Chaconne, and a dazzling showpiece by Chopin.  

20th November 2021 - The Consone Quartet play pieces by 
Mozart, Schubert and Mendelssohn. They are the very first 
period instrument holders of a prestigious BBC New Generation 
Artist Award.  

12th February 2022 - Violinist Charlotte Saluste-Bridoux 
plays a programme including major works by Mozart and 
Brahms; A rising star, she has recently been brought under the 
wing of the exclusive Young Concert Artists Trust.  

19th March 2022 - Timothy Ridout, another BBC New 
Generation Artist - hailed as the outstanding violist of his 
generation, will introduce some of the unsung glories of the viola 
repertoire. 

Appropriate social distancing measures will be continued in the 
Community Hall and ticket sales will be controlled to ensure no 
overcrowding. 

For booking information please see website 
http://www.bansteadarts.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.bansteadarts.co.uk/


Page 26  Tidings Autumn 2021 

AUTUMN RECIPES 

We are continuing our series of recipes provided by Church 
attendees – working through the directory from the front, and 
from the back. 

 

BROCCOLI & STILTON SOUP 

 
A 3 tablespoons olive oil 
B 6 spring onions (though I use an 
ordinary onion) 
C 2 teaspoons dried thyme 
D I kilogram frozen broccoli 
E 200 grams stilton cheese 
(crumbled or chopped) 
F 1 pinch black pepper 
G 1 red chilli pepper – optional 
H  Vegetable stock 

 
Method 
 
Cook B in heated oil (A) for a couple of minutes. 
Add C and D. Stir a few minutes. 
Add hot H, and E. Bring to the boil, clamp lid on and cook 5 
minutes. 
Liquidise in batches. 
Add pepper (F) to taste. 
NOT SURE when you add the optional chilli pepper! 
 

Tweeny 
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CLARA MCELLROY’S APPLE SAUCE CAKE 

St. Louis United Church of Christ, September 1967 – we were 
served this, sliced and buttered, after the first service we 
attended the week we arrived in St. Louis. 

All measures are in US cup sizes, 0.24 fluid measure or a fairly 
large mug. It is a very forgiving recipe, as it needed to be in the 
days of covered wagons! I make the apple sauce in bulk from 
windfalls and bruised apples by cutting off the useable parts, skin 
and all, and cooking with the minimum of water and then a 
blender. I freeze it for later in measured portions. 

Temperature 240F, 120C for about 1 hour. Use either a large 
loaf tin or a flat tin if you prefer squares – it bakes more quickly 
and I don’t butter it. 

 
1 cup sugar, granulated works ok 
1 ½ cups apple sauce 
2 ½ cups plain flour 
½  cup butter (I use oil and about 
1/3 cup so it is dairy free) 
3 teaspoons cinnamon 
1 tsp ground clove 
2 tsp bicarb 
1 cup raisins 
 
Mix all ingredients together – I use my Magimix but add the 
raisins manually. Put in lined tin and if you like add some walnuts 
or pecans to the top and bake on middle shelf. I use a bit of 
spaghetti to test if it is cooked. It depends on how wet/dry the 
apple sauce is. I freeze it cut up in slices or squares. 
 

Kathleen Bentley 
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A POEM FOR AUTUMN 

 

SEPTEMBER MIDNIGHT 
 

Lyric night of the lingering Indian Summer, 

Shadowy fields that are scentless but full of singing, 

Never a bird, but the passionless chant of insects, 

Ceaseless, insistent. 
 

The grasshopper’s horn, and far-off, high in the maples, 

The wheel of a locust leisurely grinding the silence 

Under a moon waning and worn, broken, 

Tired with summer. 
 

Let me remember you, voices of little insects, 

Weeds in the moonlight, fields that are tangled with asters, 

Let me remember, soon will the winter be on us, 

Snow-hushed and heavy. 
 

Over my soul murmur your mute benediction, 

While I gaze, O fields that rest after harvest, 

As those who part look long in the eyes they lean to, 

Lest they forget them. 

 

 

by Sarah Teasdale, 
an American lyric poet, written in 1914 
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BOOK REVIEW – WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING 
 

I read Where The Crawdads Sing on holiday 
last year and was completely captivated. It tells 
the story of a young girl, Kya, growing up in the 
remote and wild marshlands of North Carolina 
in the 50s and 60s and whilst it could be 
described as a coming-of-age story it is a great 
deal more. It deals with themes of isolation and 
survival, of otherness, of romance and of how 
we are influenced by the landscape that 
surrounds us.  Delia Owens paints such a rich 

and vivid picture of the marshlands, seen through Kya’s 
increasingly expert eye.  

We follow Kya as circumstance forces her to learn to live alone, 
as she forms and loses attachments to people and as she is 
treated with suspicion and disdain by her nearest community. 
Given this suspicion, it is perhaps not surprising that when a local 
man is found dead in mysterious circumstances, the ‘Marsh Girl’ 
is an immediate suspect, adding another rich narrative to the 
book.  

At its heart, Where The Crawdads Sing is simply a really good 
story and a compelling read. 

Alice Gayner 

 

 
 
As an aside, a crawdad is a US 
word for a miniature freshwater 
lobster.  Crawdad, crawfish and 
crayfish all describe the same 
creature, which normally grow to 
around 8cm long 

Editor. 
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Best Olympic Moments 
 
We asked people what they thought was the best 
moment from the 2021 Olympics in Tokyo.  Here 
are the responses: 

 
Were you as gobsmacked as I was 
watching the BMX riders? How do you 
have the nerve and ability to twist your 
bike underneath you while several feet 
up in the air?! And how good (it seemed 
to me) to have BMX and skateboarding 

as Olympic events, as sports perhaps more accessible to less 
privileged youngsters. 

Mair Dinnage 

 

I really enjoyed the Dressage, seeing Charlotte Dujardin ride her 
test on Geo - a young substitute horse - was amazing.  The way 
she and Carl Hester ensure their horses have as natural a life as 
possible at home, going out in the fields, hacking out etc. is 
inspirational. 

Chris Clay 

 

I thought the “Mountain Biking” was fantastically exciting, I had 
never seen it before!!      

Didi Bowthorpe 

 

For me, the best moment was when Charlotte Worthington won 
the BMX freestyle gold with her second (and final) run.  She had 
come off the bike in her first run, trying something that had never 
been done before in competition, and had the courage and self-
belief to get back on the bike and try the same thing a second 
time.  She could have chosen to do a simpler trick and settling 
for a silver or bronze medal, but she went for gold, and got it.  

Ken Richards 
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Word Search 
 

There are 32 place names from the Bible hidden in the following 
grid – see how many you can locate.  Thanks to Mair Dinnage 
for this puzzle. 

 

A R A M I S I H P M E M 

I B D O N T A A U D E L 

A B E C U T T R N F O E 

K I S H T C G A T C N H 

A H P I S U U N H L O I 

B D I J H R K S M S I H 

Z O B A E U E N H U Z A 

E D O M O K O E I S A V 

E H N M L E B A B E F E 

L S O U D O N K P H F N 

Q A R A B I A K R P A I 

M O D O S S M O D E J N 

 

Jaffa  Ephesus  Zoba 
Haran  Eshcol  Hatti 
Ai  Ninevah  Nod 
Edom  Sheol  Kabzeel 
Nod  Phut  Ur 
Akko  Punt  Umma 
Arabia  Leba  Uruk 
Aram  Memphis  Uz 
Ashdod  Sinai  Sodom 
Babel  Zion  Omo 
Beersheba  Sheba  
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Church Leader: Linda Richards 07881 536 232 
Church Secretary: Alan Kirby 01737 373736 

secretary@bansteadurc.org.uk  

mailto:secretary@bansteadurc.org.uk

