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 BANSTEAD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH SERVICES 

  
PLEASE NOTE:  

If you are worshipping with us ‘in person’ please adhere to the 
following guidelines – 
1. Sanitise your hands on arrival 
2. Do not sit directly next to anyone from another household 
unless invited to do so. 

Wear a mask when standing, singing or moving around. 

 Tidings is edited by Ken Richards 
with assistance from the Tidings team – 

Diana Parsk, Mair Dinnage and Fiona Gayner. 
Address: Parkfield, Charlton Road, Tetbury GL8 8TS 

 e-mail: burctidings@hotmail.co.uk 
 

We are happy to receive your contributions, ideas and 
suggestions for Tidings at any time but copy for the Spring 
edition should be with us by Sunday, 27th February 2022  

at the latest. 
 

Service Details  
Zoom link for services: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9922047878?pwd=SmxXY0lKckk
vcFhJdFM1UTFHYjR0Zz09 

 

Meeting ID: 992 204 7878   Passcode: 126600 
 

Sunday 5th December at 10:30am led by Revd. David Skitt.  

Sunday 12th December at 10:30am led by Sunday Club.  

Sunday 19th December at 10:30am led by Revd Philip Brooks. 

Christmas Eve Carols by Candlelight at 6:30pm. It will be 
necessary to book to attend this service.  Please contact Alan by 
email alandkirby@tiscali.co.uk or by telephone 01737 373736. 

Christmas Day Family Service at 9:30am led by Linda Richards. 

Sunday 26th December at 10:30am led by Revd David Skitt. 

 
For details please visit our website 

www.bansteadurc.org.uk 

mailto:burctidings@hotmail.co.uk
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9922047878?pwd=SmxXY0lKckkvcFhJdFM1UTFHYjR0Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9922047878?pwd=SmxXY0lKckkvcFhJdFM1UTFHYjR0Zz09
mailto:alandkirby@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.bansteadurc.org.uk/
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Christmas 2021 
 
‘Hark the Herald Angels Sing, Glory to the new-
born king’  
 
Last year Christmas with our families was cancelled, and we 
wonder if it will happen this year too.  The uncertainty continues.  
 
It may seem that after the pandemic we entered a new way of 
hybrid living, part on zoom and part in person, life might at times 
feel chaotic and strained at the edges. 
 
You received my letter recently about deployment and maybe 
moaned at Synod, the national church or even your minister.  It 
doesn’t seem very fair that there aren’t the number of ministers 
that we used to have. 
 
As the Hebrews sang in Egypt, it’s hard to sing the Lord’s song 
in a strange land.  Jesus knew all about strange lands, he ended 
up in Egypt after he was born, to escape Herod.  Sometimes we 
are taken to a place we don’t know, even at Christmas time.  Of 
course, while we have strangeness around us, we can hold onto 
something that is familiar to us, Christmas and the coming of the 
Lord Jesus.  It doesn’t matter what kind of land or liminal space 
we are in; the story of Christ’s birth reminds us that God came to 
be ‘with us’ in our strife. 
 
Herald angels come to announce good news: 
 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, 
keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to 
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you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”   
Luke 2: 8-12 
 
These angels brought good news to bring joy.  We, who have 
heard this good news, are invited to share this news of joy at a 
time when others need to hear it, rather like the herald angels.  
Not only your ministers or Elders, we all have someone we could 
share this amazing news with.  Jesus is still coming to us, 
especially at this time of challenge and uncertainty.  
 
As the evenings grow longer and the darkness seems to deepen, 
let us hold onto the fact that God is doing what God did 2000 
years ago.  God is doing a new thing, and we need to take time 
to recognise it, and embrace it.  
 
May the light of Christ shine in your darkness this Christmas. 
 
Every blessing 
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“The people walking in darkness 
have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep 
darkness  a light has dawned.” 
Isaiah 9:2 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
There have been lots of changes for us as we have adapted to 
our new life in the Cotswolds.  Our new home is just outside the 
small town of Tetbury, surrounded by fields, so we are getting 
used to the sights and sounds of the countryside – the cows 
bellowing as they wait for milking, the startled cackle of 
pheasants as they rise from the hedgerows, the rattle-bang of 
tractors heading back to the farms after ploughing.  It is all quite 
a change from the constant rumble of the M25 we had in Walton 
on the Hill or the hustle and bustle of Banstead High Street. 
 
One thing which has really struck me is how dark it gets at 
night.  There are no street lights so when it is dark, it is really 
dark!   And of course at the moment it is getting dark so early 
that I am often still out and about when night falls.  With longer, 
darker evenings some of our activities are curtailed but, in the 
northern hemisphere, Christmas is always a welcome high point, 
a festival to lighten the darkness.   
 
The oft-used slogan ‘Jesus is the reason for the season’ seems 
somewhat trite when we realise mid-winter celebrations have 
been around for millennia and are found in many major religions 
all around the world.  In fact between 1st November and 15th 
January there are said to be 29 holidays observed by seven of 
the world’s major religions.   Christianity certainly does not have 
a monopoly on such things.   It seems to be almost a human 
need to find a reason to celebrate in the winter, we all need 
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cheering up and what better way than by finding something to 
celebrate, preferably with other people.   
 
As Christians we sometimes fall into the trap of feeling that 
Christmas ought to be all about the church service whether it is 
carols by candlelight on Christmas Eve or the service on 
Christmas Day itself - they are the turkey and all the rest is just 
the trimmings.  I was struck recently by some words from Nick 
Page who de-bunks that idea, “the services matter … but so do 
the other rituals: the feasts with friends, singing, laughing, giving 
gifts to those we love, the many little traditions that root us to our 
communities and our families … there is something in all of us 
that longs for hope, light and love.”* 
 
Christmas, however and wherever we celebrate it, is about those 
things – the darkness and the light, the joy of new life, about a 
star in the night sky, about the idea that peace on earth might 
actually be possible. 
 
So it may be dark in Tetbury, but on a clear night the stars seem 
brighter, and I am sure there are more of them.  Lights piercing 
the darkness reminding us of Jesus’ words, “I am the light of 
the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.” 
John 8:12 
 
I wish you all God’s blessing this Christmas, may the light of 
Christ shine in your darkness, 
 

 
 
* Nick Page ‘Christmas: tradition, truth and total Baubles’ 
published by Hodder and Stoughton 2020 
 
  



 Tidings Winter 2021/2022  Page 7 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
 

Joyce Carlisle suffered a stroke at home at the beginning of 
October but we are pleased to hear that she is now making good 
progress (albeit slower than she would like).  We continue to hold 
her in our prayers and send her our best wishes. 
 
It was with great sadness that we learnt of the death of Dorothy 
Wyrill on 29th November aged 98.  Dorothy was a founder 
member of our church and a much loved and respected member 
for many, many years.  She died peacefully in her sleep at 
Walton Heath Manor where she had been visited by her family 
the previous day.  We send our love and condolences to her 
daughter Helen and all the family.  There will be a tribute to 
Dorothy in the next edition of Tidings. 
 

Ollie and Lucinda Bailey welcomed 
Arabella Holly Olivia into the world at 
1pm on 26 September. Both are well.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jo Patel was inducted as Local Church 
Leader of Wattisfield URC in Suffolk on 
19th September.  
Jo was commissioned by the new 
moderator of Eastern Synod, Revd 
Lythan Nevard and was warmly 
welcomed by the congregation.  Linda 
and Ken were delighted to represent 
Banstead URC at the service and were 
able to pass on the greetings of this 
church, which has played an important 
part in Jo’s faith journey. 
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Our former Minister, Revd. Eric Allen died on 13 November at 
the age of 92 at his home in Milton Keynes.  Eric was the much 
loved and respected Minister here from 1959 to 1965.  He went 
on to become the Moderator of Mersey Synod.  
 
Eric was very interested in young people and ecumenism and an 
outstanding feature of his ministry here was the forging of links 
with other churches and notably for us still today the Palatinate 
Church in Ludwigshafen.  The continental holidays he led 
became known as “Allen’s Tours”.  From the beginning of his 
ministry he was organising church conferences including 
residential ones at Eastbourne.  Eric took a great interest in 
people particularly those in illness or trouble. 
 
 
 
 
THE TOY SERVICE 
 
Linda led the Toy Service on 28 November, and toys donated by 
Church members, and hall users, were given to the Salvation 
Army.  The Church also gave a cash donation to the Salvation 
Army to buy appropriate gifts for teenagers 
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CHRISTMAS GIVING 
 
This year we will be supporting several different charities 
(including the Salvation Army, Children of the Dump, the Prison 
Visitors’ Centre and Muscular Dystrophy UK).  There is plate on 
the stewards table for donations.  If you prefer to donate direct 
to the charity so that they can claim gift aid please do so, but you 
may wish to let our treasurer, Kevin, know so that your gift can 
be included in the total we have raised. 
 

 

Christmas Greetings Board 

 

Sunday Club are again organising a greetings board for the 

church family to send Christmas wishes to their Church 

friends instead of Christmas cards. 

 

This year we will be supporting Chailey Heritage which is 

the college attended by George Cushnie. We are delighted 

to have this personal connection to a very worthwhile 

charity. Chailey, like so many others, has had a significant 

decrease in their charitable donations. We know that you 

will all be generous in your support.  The greetings board 

will be available from 5th December. 

 

 

 

.  
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CHRISTMAS REFLECTION 
 
At the time of writing the sagacious task of casting for Christmas 
Nativity Plays is taking place.  Who will be the second angel from 
the right, narrator no.4, the donkey, or, in the more avant-garde 
versions, third lobster !!??.  Has Johnny peaked too early in his 
Christmas Play career by being cast as “Joseph” when only 5 
years old? 
 
My six year old granddaughter, Carys, brightens up my morning 
walks to school with a repertoire of songs to be sung including 
this year one with the line : “I KNOW IT ISN’T PERFECT BUT 
YOU NEED A PLACE TO STAY“ (Innkeeper to Mary and 
Joseph, I surmise). 
 
This line lingers in my mind because in this world beset by 
sadness, aggression, and greed, Jesus still needs a place to 
stay.  My hope is that, although far from perfect residences, our 
lives and our congregation may be just such a place. 
 
What is more my wish is that this is no temporary or inactive 
solution.  Rather may the Spirit of Christ “pitching his tent” with 
us cause us to grow in love, mercy, hope, compassion and all 
that truly matters.  The outcome of His “staying” with us could be 
that in our different ways we surround others with that which 
inspires and leads to a better world. 
 
Ruth Williams sent me a cutting about a sparrow who regularly 
flew into someone’s home and became inspired to sing when 
certain music was played.  The surprise to the inhabitants was 
the bird’s inspiration was not Mozart (to which no reaction) but 
the rock metal group, Guns N’Roses. 
 
The truth is that we all have different roles to play.  It may be our 
particular role or the way we play it that is just what will inspire 
some around us to find purpose and light.  Whereas it is what 
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others do in their way which produces the same effect for 
different neighbours. 
 
Ours is to continue to play host to Jesus, the baby and the Spirit, 
and let Him grow in us the gifts that are truly ours for the good of 
our community and of God’s world, 
 
David Skitt 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Once again, there is a Big Give Christmas week this year, in 
which donations to the Children of the Dump charity will be 
doubled in value.  To contribute to this very worthwhile charity, 
and enable them to benefit from twice your donation, you have 
until midday on Tuesday December 7th to make the donation – 
and you must do so via the Big Give website 
 

https://bit.ly/cotd2021 
 
You can visit the charity’s web site to see the work they are doing 
to transform young lives in Manila by ensuring they get access 
to education and Christian teaching. 
 

www.childrenofthedump.org.uk 
 

https://childrenofthedump.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7827d0a79000b584f074c5447&id=4babc3ab21&e=1702de8f0d
http://www.childrenofthedump.org.uk/
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BOOK REVIEW 
 
MIDWINTER BREAK  
 
by Bernard MacLaverty 
 

 ‘Midwinter Break’ is a novel which has been 
described as ”quietly brilliant”. The couple at 
the heart of the story, Gerry and Stella, have 
survived the Troubles in their native Ireland, 
had careers in architecture and teaching 
and raised a son. Their ‘Midwinter Break’ 
refers to a long weekend break in 
Amsterdam but also to the possibility of a 
rupture in their relationship. Stella’s agenda 
for their break and the enforced 
togetherness highlight their different 
perspectives – Stella wondering what life 

holds now, in particular around her faith, while Gerry is absorbed 
in his surreptitious drinking habits. 
 
Bernard MacLaverty makes gripping reading out of the small 
details of daily life and builds these into the bigger themes of life, 
faith, politics, love and loneliness, age and frailty. There is hope 
in the strength of shared history and memories and optimism in 
that they are still debating their positions in the long conversation 
of their marriage. 
 
It is an excellent read which will stay with you and give you much 
to reflect on. 
 
Fiona Gayner 
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BIBLE STUDY 
GOSPEL WRITERS 
 
A series of four background chats on each of the writers of the 
Gospels 
 
7.30pm on Zoom on Mondays 7th,14th, 21st & 28th February 2022  
(45-60 minutes) 
 
What made Matthew, Mark, Luke and John write the gospels? 
Who were they?  Why did they give differing accounts?  
 
Learn the story behind their stories and allow their accounts of 
Jesus come alive!! 
 
I will introduce each gospel over the four and unfold the 
fascinating perspective behind each one with plenty of time left 
for questions and discussion. 
 
Please let me know if you would like to attend and I will send you 
the link 
 
I hope to see you virtually there!! 
 
David Skitt 
 
 
 
THE BOOK OF RUTH 
 
In January Rev Martin Hazell will lead four sessions on the Book 
of Ruth. This is incredibly revealing and, with Martin’s Hebrew 
roots, the story takes off!! The episodes carry us along as a 
dramatic serial. 
 
Martin will send a link to all churches in the cluster for each 
session at 4pm on Sundays 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th January 2022 
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BANSTEAD URC’S FAVOURITE CAROL 
 
THE RESULTS ARE IN! 
 
Your votes have been counted and the top three will be 
announced in reverse order. 
 
In joint 3rd place we have ‘Once in Royal David’s City’, ‘In the 
Bleak Midwinter’ and ‘Joy to the World’. 
 
In 2nd place we have ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’. 
 
And the winner is: ‘Silent Night’! 
 
Our posthumous congratulations go to Joseph Mohr, who wrote 
the words, and Franz Gruber, who composed the music. The 
carol was first performed on Christmas Eve in 1818 to a guitar 
arrangement, played by Mohr, which Gruber wrote because the 
organ had broken. This first performance took place at St 
Nicholas Church in the village of Oberndorf bei Salzburg. 
 
[A special commendation was requested for ‘While Shepherds 
Watched their Flocks by Night’ set to the tune of ‘Ilkley Moor 
Baht’at’ and performed by The Catt Family Singers] 
 

Fiona Gayner 
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WORST DAY EVER? 
 
Today was the absolute worst day ever 
And don’t try to convince me that 
There’s something good in every day 
Because, when you take a closer look,  
This world is a pretty evil place. 
Even if 
Some goodness does shine through once in a while 
Satisfaction and happiness don’t last. 
And it’s not true that 
It’s all in the mind and heart 
Because 
True happiness can be obtained 
Only if one’s surroundings are good 
It’s not true that good exists 
I’m sure you can agree that 
The reality 
Creates 
My attitude 
It’s all beyond my control 
And you’ never in a million years hear me say that 
Today was a good day 
 
By Chanie Gorkin 
 
 
Now read the poem again, from bottom to top 
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FLOWER ROTA FOR 2022 

 
We all enjoy seeing flowers in the church on a Sunday morning.  
A rota for next year is up on the noticeboard in the vestibule.  
Please sign up for the dates when you would like to provide the 
flowers, it can be a nice way to mark a special occasion or an 
anniversary.  It doesn’t have to be an elaborate arrangement – 
the sort of mixed bunch you can buy in the supermarket makes 
a colourful display. 
 
If you would like to sign up but are not able to do the flowers 
yourself it is possible to make a donation and I will arrange to put 
the flowers there for you. 
 
It would be good to see lots of names going on the rota – thank 
you in advance! 
 
Fiona Gayner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              “I’ve learned that you can tell a lot about a person 
              by the way he/she handles these three things: a 
              rainy day, lost luggage, and tangled Christmas 
              tree lights.” 
 
               Maya Angelou 
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A TRIP TO WARWICKSHIRE 

I was amazed to receive a letter from RDA headquarters stating 
that I had been selected as a recipient of the President's Award 
for 2021.  The Princess Royal is President of R.D.A. (Riding for 

the Disabled) and has been an active 
president for 50 years. 

The event took place in November at 
RDA HQ in Shrewley, near Warwick 
and together with a friend of mine, 
also a recipient, Pam Bull, we 
travelled up to Warwickshire 
together.  Pam has been a Diamond 
instructor from the very 
beginning.  Her daughter Sue was our 
brilliant, kind driver.  We travelled up 
the night before and stayed at the 

Premier Inn, in Warwick.  Our Chairman Steve Axon was also 
there with a visual display of Diamond activities for the Princess 
to see. 

The dress code was smart casual 
(something of a challenge at an event to 
be held in the indoor school of a riding 
stable).  I opted for layers of jumper and 
trousers with a longish trendy red jacket 
and was very grateful for the layers as it 
was the coldest day of the year so far.  

There were 20 of us who received our 
certificates individually from the Princess, 
who spoke to each one of us.  I can't 
remember what we said, but it was a 
proper conversation, and such an honour. 

R.D.A. has set itself a new goal to broaden the outlook beyond 
riding and carriage driving and in future will embrace additional 
activities including patting and getting to know the pones, long 

mailto:President@s
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reining, grooming and other confidence and pleasure giving 
sessions.  A local group gave a demonstration of long reining 
some Shetland Ponies, which was very interesting.  Six highly 
qualified voluntary coaches were created as mentors to 
encourage the new regime and were presented with fleeces with 
the appropriate logo on the back. 

All in all it was an amazing experience and I am so grateful that 
I was lucky enough to find Diamond as a centre where I could 
help out and where I have had so much enjoyment for the past 
46 years. 

Chris Clay 

 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ – Mair Dinnage 
(answers inside the back cover) 
 
Anagrams of first 3 words of carols. 
1 Seen glam froth.       
2 Nill wet toto    
3 Die she meat.   
4 Anoustu.    
5 Three fontils.  
6 Your stodge   
7 Gad swithen lass.    
8 Bin keel hat.   
9  Cloven meadow .  
10  Rusty dogeo. 
 
These are lines from carols.  Which ones? 
1. Where oxen fed on hay.   
2  Offer them incense gold and myrrh.   
3. Strikes for us now the hour of grace.    
4  All the little boys be killed.     
5 And to the earth be peace.     
6.  He hath oped the heavenly door. 
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A MEMORABLE CHURCH – St Mary’s Tetbury 
 
When exploring Tetbury, Linda 
and I called into St Mary’s 
Anglican church which has the 
“landmark” spire – it dominates 
the town and the surrounding countryside.  The church is almost 
cathedral-like in its size, but to me, the most striking point was 
the high box pews which are still in place.  I had not seen this 
type of pew before.  After a bit of research, I found out the 
following. 
 

A box pew is a bench enclosed 
within wooden walls, with a door 
out to the aisle of the church.  In 
some churches, the wooden walls 
were around shoulder height 
when sitting in the pew, while in 
others, the walls were higher so 

only the top half of the head was visible when the occupant was 
seated.  The higher the walls, the less was seen of the people 
inside the box pews.  In many churches, the box pews were at 
the front of the church for the local dignitaries, while the rest of 
the congregation sat on benches further back in the open part of 
the church.  It was common practice in the 19th century for 
families to pay a rental for their 
church pew, with the rental being 
highest for those at the front of 
the church, and in the box pews, 
and decreasing as the distance 
from the pulpit increased and the 
pews tended to be in the open. 
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Box pews provided privacy, and allowed a 
family to sit together, although the privacy 
was sometimes used as a cover for 
activities which were not necessarily 
related to worship.  One theory for the 
origin of the box pew was that early 
churches were not heated, and the walls 
of the box pew would minimise drafts in 
winter – thereby keeping the people inside 
the box pew warmer than those outside.  
In some churches, box pews were even 
fitted with fireplaces, but no chimney. 
 
Many churches removed the box pews at 
the beginning of the 20th century, but some 

still remain.  St Mary’s in Tetbury has retained its box pews.  In 
St Mary’s, everyone sits in a box pew.  There are 20 rows of 
pews on each side of the central aisle, with each row comprising 
two box pews, one with an entrance from the main aisle, and one 
which is accessible from the side of the church. 
 
More recently, the box pews at St Mary’s church in Tetbury have 
been put to good use during the Covid pandemic.  For Sunday 
worship, the congregation sit in box pews numbered 1, 3, 5, 7 
etc, and for other services during the week, those attending sit in 
box pews numbered 2, 4, 6, 8 etc.  This has reduced the cleaning 
that is required, and ensured social distancing between the 
congregation. 
 
Ken Richards 
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RECIPES 
 
Coffee and Walnut Tray Bake 
 
8oz (225g) butter 
8oz (225g) light muscovado sugar 
10oz (275g) self-raising flour 
2 level tsp baking powder 
4 large eggs 
2 tbls milk 
4 tbls coffee essence, or instant coffee dissolved in hot water 
 
Mix all the ingredients together in a bowl and put into a 12” x 9” 
tray bake tin. 
 
Cook at 180 degrees/Fan 160/Gas Mark 4 for 35-40 minutes. 
 
Topping: 
3oz (75g) butter 
8oz (225g) icing sugar 
2 tsp milk  
2 tsp coffee essence or 
instant coffee as above 
 
Beat icing sugar into butter 
and add milk and coffee. 
 
Spread over cake and top 
with walnut pieces to decorate. 
 
Anne Bestente  
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Hot Fruit Compote 
 
Use any firm fruit in season. 
Our favourites are nectarines, pears, apples, figs, plums and 
apricots. 
Wash and dry the fruit. 
Stone or core and chop into good sized pieces. Don’t chop too 
small. 
Place in an ovenproof dish. 
Drizzle with honey. 
Put in a preheated oven 180 degrees for about 20 minutes. 
Check and if using, add any blueberries at this point. Continue 
to cook until all the fruit is soft but not mushy. 
 
Great hot with ice cream but equally nice cold with yogurt for 
breakfast. 
 
A good pud that I make variations of particularly in late summer. 
Great to make up a big batch to dip into as the week goes along. 
 
Alison Skitt 
 
 
 

NATIVITY – 2021 STYLE 
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THE OXEN 
 
Christmas Eve, and twelve of the clock. 
‘Now they are all on their knees,’ 
An elder said as we sat in a flock 
By the embers in hearthside ease. 
 
We pictured the meek mild creatures where 
They dwelt in their strawy pen, 
Nor did it occur to one of us there 
To doubt they were kneeling then. 
 
So fair a fancy few would weave 
In these years! Yet, I feel, 
If someone said on Christmas Eve, 
‘Come; see the oxen kneel 
 
‘In the lonely barton by yonder coomb 
Our childhood used to know.’ 
I should go with him in the gloom, 
Hoping it might be so. 
 
Thomas Hardy, 1915 
 
 

AT THE PANTOMIME 
 
Yes, it was great to laugh 
When one of the ugly sisters thought she 
was more beautiful 
Than her other half. 
And it was fun to cheer 
When out of the magic lantern with a puff of smoke 
We saw the genie appear, 
And it was time to weep 
When Snow White bit into the shiny apple 
Or Beauty pricked her finger and fell asleep, 
And it was really good 
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When the Prince arrived to wake them up 
Though of course we knew that he would, 
But best of all 
When the villain sneaked on 
(And, no, we didn’t really want him to be gone) 
It was absolute bliss 
To hiss! 
    
John Mole 
  
 
 
 
BLOOPERS FROM OTHER CHURCH MAGAZINES 
 
The church will host an evening of fine dining, super 
entertainment and gracious hostility.  
-------------------------- 
Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to 
follow.  
--------------------------  
The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. 
They may be seen in the basement on Friday afternoon. 
--------------------------  
This evening at 7pm there will be a hymn singing in the park 
across from the Church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to 
sin.  
--------------------------  
Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10am. All 
ladies are invited to lunch in the Fellowship Hall after the B.S. is 
done.  
--------------------------  
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7pm. 
Please use the back door. 
--------------------------  
Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm at the Church. Please use 
large double door at the side entrance. 
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CHRISTMAS QUIZ 2021 – Ken Richards   
(answers inside back cover) 
 
1. In which year was the first Christmas card sent – 1743, 1843 

or 1943 
 

2. Which one of Santa’s reindeer has the same name as the 

god of love? 
 

3. December 26th marks which Saint’s day 
 

4. In what year was tinsel invented – 1610, 1710 or 1810 
 

5. When does the Russian Orthodox Church celebrate 

Christmas 
 

6. In what classic novel does the protagonist set sail for a sea 

voyage on a cold Christmas day? 
 

7. When did Coca-Cola start using Santa Claus in 

advertisements?  1931, 1951, 1961? 
 

8. The first ever King’s Christmas message was by George V 

in 1932.  Which journalist, writer and poet wrote it? 
 

9. Which American state’s Spanish translation means “covered 

in snow”? 
 

10. In England, the Post Office stopped delivering letters on 

Christmas Day in which year: 1950, 1960, 1970? 
 

11. Born in Surrey on Christmas Day 1908, Denis Charles 

Pratt gained fame as the author of "The Naked Civil 

Servant", how do we better know him? 
 

12. From which country do Poinsettias originate? 
 

13. From which side of the stage do the "goodies" in a panto 

normally appear? 
 

14. Famous for not wanting to work with children and animals, 

which actor died on Christmas Day 1946? 
 

15. In which children’s book is it “always winter but never 

Christmas”? 
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DERBYSHIRE DELIGHTS HOLIDAY 
 
At the beginning of October this year, 7 members with friends 
enjoyed a 5-day holiday to Derbyshire. The holiday included 
several excursions such as a ride over the Heights of Abraham 
in a gondola, a visit to the Ladybower reservoir where the 
Dambusters practised, Haddon Hall, the Crich Tramway 
Museum, and a steam train ride to Matlock. The only drawback 
was the rain at the beginning of the holiday! 
 
We are now looking forward to another holiday – “The Scenic 
Severn Valley & the Black Country”.  This is 5-day holiday – 
September 26th to 30th  2022. 
 
We shall be staying at the Mercure Birmingham West Hotel, half 
board. 
 
Included excursions are to Ironbridge, Blists Hill Victorian Town 
and the Black Country Living Museum – all really interesting 
venues. 
 
The cost is £439 – no single supplement! Insurance if required 
is £25. 
 
A £39 deposit isn’t need until March. 
 
If you would like to join us please contact Tweeny Tel: 01737 
355513  
Email tweeny.t@outlook.com  

Tweeny 

 
 

                                                                
 
 
 

mailto:tweeny.t@outlook.com
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PILGRIM PANTOMIME COMPANY 
 
The Pilgrim Pantomime Company whose members, mostly 
young people, come from the Banstead 5 churches were unable 
to go ahead with their pantomime ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ last 
year due to the lockdown so are having another go at presenting 
it this year.  Until last year, there had been 30 continuous years 
of pantomime!  
 
The performances will be at the Institute in Banstead, at the 
following times 

Wednesday  26th January 7.30 

Thursday   27th January 7.30 

Friday   28th January 7.30 

Saturday   29th Matinee 2.30 

Saturday   29th Evening 7.30 

Tickets go on sale on Saturday 4th December through the online 
agency TicketSource  

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on?q=pilgrim%20pantomime  

 
 
  

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on?q=pilgrim%20pantomime
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CHRISTMAS CANDY CANE (one of the many stories!) 
 
Before the invention of dummies for babies, parents used to give 
small children unflavoured white sugar sticks to suck on to keep 
them quiet. Back in the 1670s a German choirmaster noticed that 
the children in his choir often got bored and fidgety during the 
long Christmas services so he considered giving them sugar 
sticks to suck. He thought the priest might disapprove so he 
decided to give them a religious ‘twist’ by getting them bent in to 
the shape of a shepherds crook. They then took on Christian 
symbolism, helping the children to remember the story of the 
shepherds visiting the baby Jesus in Bethlehem. The canes at 
this stage were pure white – a sign of the purity and perfection 
of Jesus. 
 
Much later a confectioner in America decided to take the 
symbolism further, he added the stripes – the three small red 
ones representing the lashings the adult Jesus received before 
he was put to death; and the thicker one to remind us of his blood 
shed on the cross. 
 
The peppermint flavouring was added too but the sticks 
remained hard, the solid rock of the foundation of the church and 
the firmness of God’s promises. 
 
The shape stayed the same – the crook of the shepherds who 
were the first to hear about Jesus, but also a reminder that Jesus 
called himself a shepherd, the good shepherd who looks after 
his sheep and reaches out to them when they have gone astray 
and guarding them from danger. 
 
Turn the candy cane round the other way and you see the letter 
‘J’.  J for Jesus who was born, died and rose again for us.  So 
maybe now you will look at the candy cane differently, see it not 
just as a sweet, bent with a hook to make it easier to hang on 
your tree, but as a symbol of the life of Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd. 
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CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 
 
 
This year it will be necessary to book a place for yourself and 
any family/friends wishing to attend the service at 6:30pm on 
Christmas Eve.  To do this please contact Alan by email 
alandkirby@tiscali.co.uk or by telephone 01737 373736 any time 
after Sunday 28th November.  Places will be restricted to 100 in 
total. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:alandkirby@tiscali.co.uk
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Quiz Answers from page 19 
1 Angels from the realms….  
2   O little town of….   
3 See amid the winters ….. 
4.  Unto us a child is……. 
5.  The first noel…. 
6.  God rest you … 
7.   As with gladness…  
8.  In the bleak mid winter    
9  Love came down ….  
10.   God rest you….   
 
1. God rest you     
2  O come all ye faithful.   
3  Still the night.    
4.  Unto us a child …  
5 While shepherds watched     
6 .  Good Christian men….. 
 
 
Quiz Answers from page 26 

1. 1843 

2. Cupid 

3. St Stephen 

4. 1610 

5. 7th January 

6. Moby Dick 

7. 1931 

8. Rudyard Kipling 

9. Nevada 

10. 1960 

11. Quentin Crisp 

12. Mexico 

13. Stage Right 

14. WC Fields 

15. The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe 
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Church Leader: Linda Richards 01666 502288 
Church Secretary: Alan Kirby 01737 373736 

secretary@bansteadurc.org.uk  

mailto:secretary@bansteadurc.org.uk

