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Tidings has been edited by Ken Richards 
with assistance from the Tidings team – 

Diana Parsk, Mair Dinnage and Fiona Gayner. 
Address:  

 e-mail: burctidings@hotmail.co.uk 
 

We are happy to receive your contributions, ideas and 
suggestions for Tidings at any time but copy for the Summer 

edition should be with us by Sunday, 28th August 2022  
at the latest. 

 

 

Service Details  
 

Our morning worship at 10:30am on Sundays is held in the 
Church building and also on Zoom. 

 
The Zoom link for services is: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9922047878?pwd=SmxXY0lKckk
vcFhJdFM1UTFHYjR0Zz09 

Meeting ID: 992 204 7878 
Passcode: 126600 

 
Recordings of the services are available on our website 

www.bansteadurc.org.uk 

 BANSTEAD UNITED REFORMED CHURCH SERVICES 

  
PLEASE NOTE:  

 
If you are worshipping with us ‘in person’ sanitising your hands 
on arrival and the wearing of face masks is encouraged but is 
no longer mandatory.  
 
You may like to take a lateral flow test before attending. 

. 

mailto:burctidings@hotmail.co.uk
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9922047878?pwd=SmxXY0lKckkvcFhJdFM1UTFHYjR0Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9922047878?pwd=SmxXY0lKckkvcFhJdFM1UTFHYjR0Zz09
http://www.bansteadurc.org.uk/
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Dear Friends 

What a lot can happen in a year!  This time last year Ken and I 
had just seen Parkfield, the house which has now become our 
home.  Our intention had been to find a little place in the country, 
nearer to where our children are living, which we could use as a 
holiday home while continuing with our life in Walton on the Hill 
and our commitments at Banstead URC.  But the draw to this 
beautiful part of the world (South Cotswolds) became too much 
so we made the decision to sell up in Walton and move, which 
we did in September.  Since then we have been living a bit of a 
double life (much of it spent on the M25/M4!) as I fulfilled my 
(self-imposed) obligations to remain as your Local Church 
Leader until the end of June.  I confess it has not been as easy 
as I thought it would be but Zoom, email, WhatsApp and a mobile 
phone have been my lifelines!  Alan and the Elders have been 
wonderfully supportive and understanding when I have had to 
limit my involvement and attendance at certain events.  But now 
the time has come to say goodbye I am full of mixed emotions – 
sorry to bring to an end my involvement with Banstead URC 
which began in March 1996 when I first made my mark here – 
by signing the visitors book! and yet looking forward to a bit more 
time on my hands to really settle in to our new life in Tetbury. 

Banstead URC is blessed with an exceptional Eldership, both 
serving and non-serving, each of whom bring their own unique 
gifts to the church whether through leadership, prayer, use of 
technology, pastoral care, music, or their attention to financial or 
administrative matters.  They are a team of hardworking and 
faithful individuals.  Encourage them, support them and pray for 
them as they lead the church through the coming months of 
transition.  
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Looking forward, none of us know what the future will hold for 
Banstead URC, but we can draw hope from Moses’ words to 
Joshua “Be determined and confident.  The Lord himself will lead 
you and be with you.  He will not fail you or abandon you, so do 
not lose courage or be afraid.” (Deuteronomy 31:7,8) 

With every blessing, 
 

 

 

WEEKLY SOCIAL TIME FOR UKRAINIAN REFUGEES 

AND THEIR LOCAL SUPPORTERS 
 

The Elders, encouraged by Linda, have been 
looking at ways our Church premises could be 
used as a meeting place for Ukrainian refugees 
and their local supporters.  I am pleased to report 
that commencing on 4th June from 2.00-4.00pm every Saturday 
we will be providing tea and coffee with cakes and biscuits 
provided by Jane Legg, the main organising supporter. 

If you would like to help then please contact/speak to me or one 
of the Elders.  This initiative has been mentioned to Neil Allison, 
Chairman of the Banstead Five. 

Alan Kirby 

 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

 
18th March was an exciting day for two of our church families – 
Rosanna Cranfield became engaged to Joseph Nobbs, they are 
now busy planning a wedding for 24th September; and Annabel 
Parsk and Shane Franklin also announced their 
engagement.  Annabel and Shane have now gone to live in 
Australia.  We send both couples our warmest congratulations. 
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Several of our church members have been in hospital recently 
for various reasons.  We remember them, and those who care 
for them, in our prayers and hope to see them back with us 
before too long. 

Our dear friend and church member Grethe Dykes died 
peacefully on 4th April aged 97.  We send our love and sympathy 
to all her family and friends. 

It was with much rejoicing that Millie 
Cushnie and Andy Browning were married 
on 6th April, a wedding that had been 
postponed twice due to the Covid.  We 
offer them both 
our heartfelt 
congratulations 
as they begin 
their new life 
together.  

 

It was with some regret that the Elders accepted David Skitt’s 
decision not to seek re-election as an Elder due to his increased 
preaching engagements which he feels to be his calling at this 
time.  We are extremely grateful to him for the wisdom and 
wealth of experience he has shared with us over the last three 
years.  We are delighted, however, that Glenda Chadburn has 
accepted her nomination to join the Elders’ Meeting.  Her name, 
along with those of Chris Harris and Sheenah Mepham will be 
brought to the Church Meeting after worship on 19th June.  At 
that meeting the Church will also be asked to approve the Elders’ 
nominations of Alan Kirby as Church Secretary, Kevin Dinnage 
as Church Treasurer and Chair of the House Management 
Committee, Cliff Houghton as Assistant Treasurer, Chris Harris 
as Elder for Youth and Children’s Work and Chair of the Worship 
and Faith Committee and Madeline Cranfield as Chair of the 
Impact Committee.  This will be a very short but important 
Church Meeting, please make every effort to attend. 
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IN MEMORY OF GRETHE DYKES 
 

Every life is a journey.  Mum’s, Grethe’s, was 
certainly quite a journey.  At times she 
wondered out loud, why it continued so long.  
I hope she’ll not think the same of this eulogy.  

Born in Copenhagen in 1924, Grethe’s early 
life was shaped by the hardness of those 
times.  Her great grandmother, Pip Oldemor walked all the way 
across Copenhagen, when the bus journey would have been 
easier.  She walked so that she could save the fare and spend it 
instead on sweets for her great grand-daughter and great grand-
son; Grethe and Dres.  Taking care of every penny was built in, 
as was generosity, and perhaps an appreciation of physical 
exercise.  

Growing up, Grethe longed to travel.  She collected travel 
brochures and cut out pictures of her favourite places.  She 
learned to enjoy the freedom of the road, through cycling.  At the 
end of each day, she carried her bicycle up the stairs to her 
family’s fifth floor flat in Dybbølsgade, in itself good exercise.  On 
one road trip, she cycled to a little house for a holiday in the 
countryside outside the city, while her parents and brother Dres 
travelled to the house by train.  They couldn’t afford the train for 
them all.   

On another trip she cycled far from the city. It was 1940. 
Unfortunate timing.  While away Germany invaded Denmark.  
Roadblocks prevented Grethe from getting home.  She knocked 
on farmhouse doors until she was taken in and could work for 
her keep.  When circumstances improved, she rode back to 
Copenhagen, carrying eggs and other provisions, welcome gifts 
for her family from a kindly farmer’s wife in uncertain times. 

Aged fifteen, Grethe went to see her headmistress to announce 
she was leaving school to work and help at home with household 
bills.  She demonstrated her organising ability in everything from 
a plumbing company to the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 



 Tidings Summer 2022  Page 7 

where she was promoted beyond her years to take responsibility 
for one of their administrative sections. 

Her desire to travel, her sense of responsibility and her fierce 
independence must have played their part when she first met 
Alastair, our dad, on the evening the lights were switched back 
on in Copenhagen’s central square, Rådhuspladsen at the end 
of the war.  Grethe and Alastair were married in Denmark in 1947 
then moved to the UK to start their life together. 

Leaving Copenhagen and her family can’t have been easy.  It 
needed courage as she immersed herself in a world using a 
foreign language. She studied nursing in Glasgow (experiencing 
a foreign language with a strong accent); that laid good 
foundations for when later she was called upon to support, 
organise and chair church groups.   

Life wasn’t easy when she came close to losing her life in 
childbirth – Grethe and Maddi were reported as the first case in 
England where mother and infant survived amniotic fluid 
embolism.  Her courage to go on to have three more children 
after that trauma, was even more important. 

Grethe demonstrated her strength again towards the end of 
dad’s life.  Never an easy time.   When he necessarily went into 
a care home she visited, supported and cared for him every day. 

That time brings to mind thoughts of “The hopes and fears of all 
the years are met in thee tonight”.  Grethe knew what she wanted 
and what she had to do.  While it was hard she seemed to 
become a little more at peace with herself. 

That peace, might be said to have grown in the years since.  
Through the kindness of Banstead URC she was able to move 
to Banstead and engage with friends at the Church and more 
broadly.  Her social nature came into its own.  It was lovely to 
join her for coffee in Café Nero in Banstead.  So many friends, 
so many people she knew.  The Hungarian barista and her hopes 
and dreams.  Acquaintances who became real pals as they 
talked over coffee and a pastry.  And, of course, her four children, 
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twelve grandchildren, and now, twelve great grandchildren.  
Everyone here, online and many more absent friends and family. 
She was interested in you all, and loved knowing about you, your 
lives and stories; and about the people important to you. 

Socialising became more limited as the pandemic intensified and 
lockdowns took their toll.  It’s testament to her strengths and to 
the kindness of carers, friends, neighbours and family that she 
was able to spend most of that time in her own home. 

Now, I think back to those days in lockdown with warmth.  When 
I visited and could only sit outside her window, we developed a 
little silent routine to say good-bye.  She would stand by the 
window and act out a hug, a kiss and a wave.  It seems 
appropriate to do that for her again now. 

Gavin Dykes 

 
 
And the following is an extract from the address that Revd. 
George Watt gave: 

John the disciple, when he wrote those words from Revelation 
(Chapter 21:1-7), was imprisoned on the island of Patmos in the 
Mediterranean.  Not the happiest of situations towards the end 
of his life.  But God in his abundant grace, gave him a revelation, 
a vivid message of how things would end.  Despite John’s 
suffering it was temporary, God would do a new thing.  John did 
not keep that revelation to himself, but shared it so that 2,000 
years later we can hear it afresh.  That word of hope is one for 
us today.  Despite all that Grethe went through in her last few 
weeks, God did not intend that to be the last word.  And so we 
meet in the faith, Grethe’s faith that for her she has made a new 
beginning in a life without pain and suffering and of course 
reconciled with her beloved Alastair. 

But what John received was not just about what would happen 
in the future, after death.  It is not God’s will that there should be 



 Tidings Summer 2022  Page 9 

crying and pain even in this world.  And he calls us to work with 
him to wipe away every tear that is being shed and to relieve the 
suffering and pain of others.  As Christian Aid, puts it ‘We believe 
in life before death!’  And Grethe was someone who brought life 
and light into our lives. 

It was always a joy to visit Grethe and I recall the way that she 
used to call me ‘dear.’ A term perhaps she often used, it sums 
up for me the warmth she extended to others. People have 
spoken to me of her interest and concern for others, for the 
twinkle in her eye and her sense of fun.  Spending time with 
Grethe, meant we left with our spirits lifted.  I know that at her 
time at St Andrew’s where she supported Alistair in his ministry, 
she fostered its fellowship amongst the ladies with her 
involvement with the monthly lunches.  Never one to be at the 
forefront, she lived out her Christian faith in a quiet and 
supportive way, perhaps not always realising the difference that 
she was making.  

Like Alastair she had a deep concern for the world and sadness 
at any injustices.  When visiting her after responding to her 
enquiries about family, conversation quickly turned to what was 
happening in the world and the latest news.  She shared that 
vision that John had, which was God-given that there should be 
an end to death, mourning, crying and pain.  These last couple 
of years, at the end of Grethe’s life has been as hard as any that 
she will have witnessed and Gavin will share with us that she 
witnessed a lot in her life.  But God’s word to us is also a word of 
hope, that all that we are facing today is not what God intends 
and he will turn things around. 

As we meet to remember Grethe and entrust her to God’s eternal 
care, reunited with Alastair, let us remember her legacy, a gift 
from God to us. But a legacy that requires a response, to learn 
from Gethe’s values and priorities, so that they live on in us, as 
we make a difference in our troubled world.  

George Watt 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 

The following are the annual reports from our various Church 
Committees. 
 

HOUSE MANAGEMENT AND FINANCE REPORT 2022 
 

This year was another relatively quiet year for both 
the House Management and Finance Committees, so 
this report is mainly by way of thanks to all those 
involved 

Firstly, to the assistant treasurer Cliff Houghton who 
not only does all the ‘backroom’ work of managing the 

accounts and the production of the figures but successfully 
managed to secure us a total insurance claim of over £27,000 for 
lettings income lost during the pandemic. 

To Alan Kirby and Pauline Brittain for managing our lettings and 
collecting the lettings income.  Vital jobs and it is good to see that 
our lettings are slowly returning to something approaching 
prepandemic levels, although it will take some time to fully 
restore things 

Chris Brittain and Paul Chadburn continue to keep 
an eye on and maintain the fabric of both the 
manse and the church premises and are quick to 
go into action to resolve any issues which arise 
out of the blue – as they always do!  

Helen McClure handed over responsibility for liaising with 
Joanna Coetzer, our thorough and very conscientious cleaner, to 
Alan this year and Phyllis Knight continues to keep a watchful 
eye over the premises every evening after we have closed up. 

A reminder that Sue Dinnage and Alison Skitt are our kitchen 
monitors, although I think they’d accept their load was fairly light 
last year! 
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I issued a detailed report on our Finances at the beginning of the 
year so I will not repeat any of that information, but I am pleased 
to report that this year so far we have made donations of £1000 
each to the DEC Ukraine appeal, Christian Aid, The Foodbank 
(which is 10 years old this year) and Banstead Citizens Advice 
from our Charitable Giving and Outreach fund.  I believe it is 
essential that our income doesn’t just go to supporting the 
running of the church, it also makes a contribution to the needs 
of the world around us, both locally and abroad.   

My thanks to all the team members for their continued support 
and hard work 

Kevin Dinnage,  
Chair House Management and Finance Committees  
 

 
 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S REPORT 2022 

Hopefully you have all seen 
our attractive Children’s 
Corner at the rear of the 
Church – but you may be 
wondering why it has been 
created.  There are several 
reasons – safeguarding of 
your young people is top 
priority and with a limited 
number of SC leaders it was 
felt that this was a more 
appropriate way of meeting 
our protocol; it encourages 
children to feel part of the 
service whilst allowing them 
space to do their own 
activities; even if the corner is 
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not ‘staffed’ there are always activities for children to do with 
parental supervision and, from our research, this has become a 
popular decision in many churches.  It also looks really inviting 
from the outside and reflects that we welcome children. 

This year we have been pleased to resume face to face SC 
having had a virtual one for such a long time.  We are delighted 
to have Sue back after her short break and even more delighted 
that she has taken on the sole mantle of SC Co-Ordinator – I 
remain as Youth and Children’s Elder. 

With few children available for a traditional Nativity play, we led 
worship and produced a somewhat different nativity play which 
was effective – at times amusing – and involved the whole 
congregation.  The children produced a beautifully decorated 
cross at Easter after the usual Easter egg hunt and recently 
participated in writing and delivering prayers at a service about 
the importance of our world. 

We continue to experiment with the frequency of SC – we moved 
to fortnightly, then back to weekly with a ‘messy’ Sunday on the 
fourth Sunday of the month with the young people going into a 
hall with two leaders – we are very flexible and will hit on a 
winning formula eventually! 

As always this is an opportunity to thank all our leaders for their 
enthusiasm and commitment – Carrie, Glenda, Karen and Jane 
– we couldn’t do it without you.  

Thank you also to the wider church family – your love and 
support is very much appreciated. 

 
Chris Harris 
Chair, Youth and Children’s Work Committee 
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IMPACT REPORT 2022 
 

With the continuation of COVID restrictions, and the 
impact on many of us, including committee members 
our efforts have again been severely curtailed. 

We have continued with our support for Crisis at 
Christmas, sponsoring a table at their Christmas lunch. 
We were also able to give chocolate selection boxes to 
the Prison Visitor Centre, as a small gift for children and 
young people visiting prisoners at Christmas. Both 

were gratefully received, and we has lovely acknowledgments 
from the respective charities. 

We also encouraged Tradecraft sales, by distributing brochures, 
coordinating orders, and accessing the online services. 

We again support Christian Aid week, and although we didn’t 
have any events, the church was decorated, and we made 
significant personal donations for the help of our brothers and 
sisters further afield. 

We have been unable to meet and plan events in the usual way 
and hope to restart soon. 

 
Madeline Cranfield 
Chair, Impact Committee 
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WORSHIP AND FAITH REPORT 
 

   As I write it is almost exactly a year since 
we moved back into the church building 
following the second lockdown.  We 
resumed ‘in person’ worship with a 
celebration of Pentecost – masked, 
sanitised and socially distanced but we 

were together again and joined by friends on Zoom too.  Apart 
from the slight hiccup caused by the winter Omicron we have 
managed to continue with our ‘hybrid’ services in the church 
building and on Zoom.   Our thanks once again go to Ian Catt for 
all that he has done, and continues to do, to make this possible 
week in week out.  We are delighted that Cliff Houghton is now 
learning the ropes (or should I say cables?) and has become a 
willing deputy for Ian.  

Our harvest service in 2021 coincided with the preparations for 
COP26 and the Worship and Faith Committee led a service 
reflecting on some of the climate change issues which would be 
discussed there.  

Chris Harris prepared an excellent carol service for Christmas 
Eve which unfortunately had to be restricted to ‘Zoom only’ at the 
last minute.  However, with some clever pre-recording of the 
choir and the use of technology, it proved to be a beautiful and 
meaningful start to Christmas for us all. 

It has been a fairly quiet year for the worship and faith committee 
but Zoom has served us well for our committee meetings and 
also offering us opportunities to join in Bible Studies at a 
distance.  Several of our congregation were able to join with 
other members of the North Downs Cluster for both Advent and 
Lent housegroups led by Revd Martin Hazell.  Sandwiched 
between these were some excellent sessions led by David Skitt 
giving insight into the background to the gospel writers.  

It was delight to be in church for Easter Day and to be joined by 
several visiting family members.   Seeing some of the children 
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who grew up in our church returning with children of their own 
was truly wonderful.  Having missed out on our traditional 
thatching of the Cross for two years it was good to see it could 
still be done! 

Ecumenically, this year we have enjoyed sharing worship on the 
fifth Sundays of the month with our friends at Banstead 
Methodist church, alternating between buildings.  In May we 
gathered at St Ann’s church with the congregations of the 
Banstead Five Churches, along with a couple of bishops, to 
celebrate our 30th anniversary (a year late!). 

Madeline Cranfield has continued her excellent work as our 
pulpit supply secretary ensuring we are led in worship by a 
wonderful variety of preachers, both lay and ordained. 

Looking forward, I am delighted to report that from July, Chris 
Harris will be the new chair of the Worship and Faith Committee 
and that David Skitt has agreed to join the existing members - 
Ruth Williams, Ian Catt, Fiona Gayner and Jane Cushnie.  I wish 
them all every blessing as they continue working to promote 
worship and faith in the life of our church. 

Linda Richards 
Chair, Worship and Faith Committee 
 
 

 
 

NEW ADDRESS 

From 1st April, Mair Dinnage’s address is: 

27 Stanley Lodge 
136 Great Tattenhams 
Epsom Downs 
Surrey 
KT18 5SF 
 
Phone: 01737 847759  



Page 16  Tidings Summer 2022 

THANKS TO LINDA 
 
The following are contributions from 
Church members expressing their 
appreciation of the work that Linda 
has done for the Church over the 
past 25 years. 
 

We had been without a Minister for 4 
years when Linda became Church 
Leader.  I think none of us, including 
Linda herself, realised the 
significance of the appointment.  I feel sure there was no specific 
“job description” but Linda instinctively knew what was needed 
and responded to the many calls and changes that happened 
around her.  Her Services have been truly uplifting and helped to 
hold us together – this particularly so during the period of 
Lockdown and the Pandemic.  One also hears how much her 
sensitive understanding of people who were going through 
difficult times has been appreciated and we all looked forward to 
“Greetings from Linda” and her many phone calls. 

Linda has these God given gifts for Ministry in all its facets and 
we have been the very fortunate recipients.  We are going to 
miss her so much but I feel she leaves the church much stronger 
than it was when she became Church Leader. 

Ruth Williams 

 

Having greeted me when I first came to a service at the church, 
20 years ago, Linda has continued to support and encourage me 
more than I think she realises!  Her ministry, whether sermons, 
services, leadership or support have inspired and developed me 
on my faith journey.  Thank you from the bottom of my heart.  

Madeline Cranfield 
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One of my earliest meetings with Linda was when she rescued 
me and my lack of planning at an inter-church youth “It’s a 
Knock-Out“ with her considered preparation, ingenuity and 
sense of fun. Over the years I have come to appreciate Linda 
more and more as she has brought to worship, pastoral care, 
written devotions, social activities and devotion to both family 
and church this same preparation, ingenuity and fun. The result 
is that we all feel that she is a KNOCK-OUT !! 

David Skitt 

 

 

Linda has been a great Local Church Leader and before that 
Elder and Junior Church Leader with her tremendously inspired 
and crafted services full of meaning. 

She has showed loving pastoral care for all our congregation 
with much patience and good humour and particularly during the 
lockdown with all those many telephone calls no one being left 
out. 

Linda has always been a tower of support for me ensuring we 
look ahead and plan the Church’s life well in advance. 

I will have more to say on Church Life Sunday on 26 June. 

Alan Kirby 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



Page 18  Tidings Summer 2022 

Linda has been such an influential figure in our lives and we are 
so sad to have to say goodbye.  From the first meeting we had 
about our wedding, we knew we had made the right decision in 
asking her to take our ceremony.  She took so much time to get 
to know us and to ensure that, as a non-church goer, Ash was 
comfortable every step of the way.  This meant so much to him. 
We couldn’t have been happier with the way our ceremony went, 
it was perfect and that was all down to her.  The service was 
incredibly personal and touching down to the finer details and the 
blanket she presented us with, to match our wedding theme, will 
be treasured forever.  Opening our gift from her was another 
moment which just showed how much she cared and always 
goes above and beyond.  She had our wedding vows beautifully 
presented in a frame that still sits pride of place on our 
mantelpiece.  Our friends still talk to this day about how personal 
and heartfelt our service was. 

As soon as we started planning Thea’s Christening, we knew it 
had to be Linda to take the service.  She didn’t let us down.  
Again, she put so much thought and time into it and gave Thea 
a day to be treasured. Lachie’s christening wasn’t quite the same 
as Covid restrictions were in full force but Linda didn’t let that 
stop her and despite the many restrictions, she made what could 
have been a disappointing day, a real tribute to him.  Thea and 
Lachie’s framed Christening verses also sit on our mantlepiece. 

Sadly, Linda was to lead another of our lives’ pivotal moments 
but yet again took so much time and care to ensure that despite 
severe restrictions, we were able to say goodbye to dad in a way 
that he deserved. 

It has been a privilege to have her lead the most important 
moments in our lives; she has ensured that every single moment 
was memorable and we can’t thank her enough.  Banstead URC 
will have a very large Linda shaped hole and we will miss her 
very much.  Thank-you Linda, from the bottom of our hearts for 
giving us so many wonderful memories, 

Ash, Kirsty, Thea and Lachie Morley Smith 



 Tidings Summer 2022  Page 19 

Linda has been a valuable asset to our Church for over 25 years 
but, since Jenny Morgan retired, she has enthusiastically taken 
on more and more responsibilities leading us through vacancies 
and challenging times.  

She is an inspired worship leader - who can forget the can of dog 
food, the Bible in an hour (to name but a few) and her thoughtful 
wedding and baptismal services? 

She uses her gifts and talents generously - not just in our Church 
but in Synod as well and we will miss her hugely.  Christmas Day 
without Linda’s little gifts for the tree and Andrew’s socks - how 
will we cope?? 

She leaves with our thanks, love, and blessings for this exciting 
next stage of her life - doubtless the churches near Tetbury will 
be rejoicing.  

Chris Harris 

 
 

We must have first met Linda and Ken in 1993 or 1994 – we had 
moved to Tadworth from South Wales with 2-year-old Matthew 
and 5-year-old Philippa and were looking for a local church 
where we would feel welcome as a family. I remember coming 
home from work and Sue saying she had spoken to a VERY nice 
lady on the phone about Christchurch URC Walton on the Hill 
where the lady was church secretary. The lady and her New 
Zealander husband (a source of healthy rugby rivalry between 
us over the years!) had 3 children and said we would be very 
welcome at Christchurch, albeit with an honest confession that 
the congregation was small and the Junior Church smaller. And 
indeed, we were made very welcome there and it was the start 
of a 30-year long friendship.  

A few years later both families had to make the difficult, but 
ultimately necessary, decision to move to Banstead URC where 
there was a thriving and much larger Junior Church for our 
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children to develop in. It was a clue that Linda was prepared to 
take the sometimes very challenging decisions that a leader can 
be called to make, and so they became members at Banstead in 
October 97 and we followed in April 1998 

My records prior to 2011 when I became church secretary are a 
little thin, but I do know Linda served as elder from 2006-2012. 
So I’m fairly sure she must have also served as an elder between 
1999 and 2005 and has been in as near continuous service as 
you can be in a leadership role in the church since she became 
a member, culminating in her commissioning as church leader in 
March 2017. We ‘worked’ most closely together when we were 
in a long period of vacancy after Jenny Morgan retired, when she 
was Assistant church secretary and chaired the Worship and 
Faith Committee, and we often had our most productive 
meetings walking Connie her dog on Walton Heath. Who knew 
that meetings outdoors were to gain such added significance a 
few years later! 

However, the most special memory associated with Linda that 
Sue and I have will be that of Philippa and Ben’s wedding, which 
was the first she presided at and was a very personal moment – 
especially given that Linda was Philippa’s Brown Owl when she 
was in brownies! 

Yes the church will definitely miss Linda’s leadership and 
preaching and Ken’s IT and secretarial skills, but Sue and I will 
also miss them as friends who have travelled similar(ish) 
journeys for the last 30 years. We wish them well in their new 
venture and are looking forward to seeing them in their new 
Cotswold home (we just won’t be following them there!) 

Kevin Dinnage 
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Leaving Lunch 
 
On Sunday 26th June there will be drinks and lunch after the 
Church Life Sunday service to say goodbye to Linda and Ken.  
Tickets, priced £10, are available from Val and don’t forget to 
mention any dietary requirements. All are welcome for drinks 
after the service. 

Chris Harris 

 
 
Not only are we saying farewell and thanks to Linda but we also 
say farewell to Ken who succeeded her as Editor of Tidings. We 
are so grateful for all the interesting and well planned editions 
Ken has produced and also thank him for all his behind the 
scenes support and care of Linda. 

Alan Kirby 
 

 
 

Changing Times, or should that be Tidings? 
 
This is my last Tidings edition as editor, but I am very pleased to 
notify readers that Cliff Houghton will be taking over as the new 
editor from the Autumn edition onwards.  I would like to thank the 
Tidings team of Mair, Diana and Fiona for their assistance in 
sourcing, and writing articles for Tidings.  They seem to have a 
great deal of success in finding “volunteers” to contribute articles! 

I leave you in Cliff’s capable hands, and will look forward to 
reading the next editions online. 

Ken Richards 
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FAVOURITE RECIPES 
 
Easy Oat Biscuits 

We started making these biscuits during lockdown, because they 
were quick and easy, it was also possible to change the flavour 
depending on what you had in the store cupboard. 

Ingredients 

(Makes 24+ biscuits) 
175g   Self raising flour 
85g     Oats 
150g    Castor Sugar 
1 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
175g Butter 
2 tablespoons of golden syrup 
 
Method 

1. Preheat the oven to 180c/ Gas 4 
2. Put all the dry ingredients into a large bowl 
3. Melt the butter and the syrup over a low heat stirring until 

completely melted 
4. Pour the syrup/butter mixture over the dry ingredients and 

stir with a spoon 
5. (At this stage you can add any of the following for extra 

flavour choc chips / grated lemon rind / cinnamon or ginger) 
or leave plain and they taste like hobnobs 

6. Mold into small round balls then squash with fingers approx. 
1cm thick and place on greaseproof paper on a baking tray 

7. Put in the oven for 10 to 12 minutes they should be starting 
to turn golden 

8. Take out of the oven and leave to cool. 
 
Karen Brennan 
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KING GEORGE VI 
 
Was a retiring family man whose upbringing had totally 
unprepared him for the Monarchy. When his brother’s abdication 
threw him into the limelight.  A speech defect distressed him until 
he met a speech therapist, Lionel Logue, who worked tirelessly 
with him and enabled him to successfully make the responses at 
his Coronation.  They became lifelong friends. 

With Elizabeth his queen, and their daughters, they earned the 
love and admiration of the whole country especially during the 
war-time blitz when visiting bombed out people in the East End 
of London. 

King George died in February 1952, at Sandringham and was 
greatly mourned.  His daughter Elizabeth returned from a tour in 
Kenya to be greeted as Queen by a grieving Winston Churchill. 

My clearest memory of that time is of the Queen Mother, and her 
daughters, black-veiled, attending the State funeral and looking 
so bereft.  Sobbing crowds lined the streets.  He was the surprise 
monarch who won all hearts.  Small wonder that our present 
Queen is so beloved, having such a legacy. 

 
Olive Worsley 

 

 
 
 
Ed note – the relationship Olive mentions between George VI 
and his speech therapist Lionel Logue is portrayed in the 2010 
film “The King’s Speech”, starring Colin Firth and Geoffrey Rush.  
Well worth watching if you have not yet seen it. 
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CORPUS CHRISTI 
 
Corpus Christi nowadays is a Christian Feast Day which is 
celebrated mainly by Catholics and Anglicans.  It was introduced 
into the church calendar by Pope Urban IV in 1264 following a 
proposal by Thomas Aquinas.  The focus for Catholics is a full 
celebration of the transubstantiation of the Bread and the Wine 
during Mass into the actual body of Jesus and for Anglicans it is 
a Thanksgiving for Holy Communion.  It takes place on the 
Thursday after Trinity Sunday which is some 60 days after the 
commemoration of the Last Supper on Maundy Thursday. 
Putting theological differences to one side I should like to 
mention how Corpus Christi is celebrated at the Catholic Arundel 
Cathedral of our Lady and Saint Philip Howard, which is not too 
far away from us here in Banstead. 

I like visiting Cathedrals and I was surprised and delighted on the 
occasion I visited Arundel Cathedral to see a beautiful carpet of 
flowers covering the whole of the central aisle.  I had 
unknowingly arrived just prior to Corpus Christi.  Every year as 
part of their celebration the parishioners and some volunteers lay 
this amazing 93 feet long carpet of flowers, with a different theme 
each year.  There are pictures on the Cathedral’s web site.  They 
start laying the flowers after morning Mass on the Tuesday and 
finish the carpet by about 5 p.m. that day.  This year, in the 
absence of any Covid or other restrictions, visitors will be able to 
come and see the carpet on the following two days the 15th and 
16th of June.  Solemn High Mass will be celebrated at 5.30pm on 
that Thursday, led by Bishop Richard Moth, following which the 
Blessed Sacraments of Bread and Wine will be taken in a large 
procession from the Cathedral to the courtyard of nearby Arundel 
Castle for a service of Benediction before returning to the 
Cathedral.  

This tradition of a carpet of flowers for Corpus Christi was 
introduced to Arundel in 1877 by Duke Henry, who had 
previously seen the carpet of flowers in an Italian village.  The 
laying down of flowers is seen as a sign of reverence.  The 
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annual tradition in Arundel has only been broken during World 
War One and more recently during Covid lockdowns.      

The history of the Cathedral is interesting.  It was commissioned 
as the parish church in 1868 by Henry the 15th Duke of Norfolk, 
Earl Marshal, and completed in 1873.  The architect was Joseph 
Hansom, famous for his invention of the Hansom cab, and is 
designed in the French Gothic style.  It stands in a dominant 
location on Parsons Hill, overlooking Arundel.  It was originally 
dedicated to a 16th century Italian priest St Philip Neri (1515 – 
1595) but after it had become a cathedral in 1965 as the seat of 
the Bishop of Arundel and Brighton, the dedication was 
eventually changed in 1973 to that of the martyred 13th Earl of 
Arundel - St. Philip Howard (1557 – 1595), who died in the Tower 
of London and whose remains had been brought from the 
Fitzalan Chapel in the grounds of Arundel castle and enshrined 
in the cathedral in 1971. 

It is several years since I saw the carpet of flowers but it is a sight 
which I shall continue to remember for a long time. 

Diana Parsk. 
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BANSTEAD ARTS FESTIVAL SOCIETY 
 
The 40th Anniversary Banstead Arts Festival returned in the first 
two weeks of May after a two-year break due to the Covid 
pandemic.  The Festival was a great success and a fitting finale 
to Stephen Oliver’s tenure as Chairman of the Banstead Arts 
Festival Society (BAFS).  Stephen joined BAFS in 2006 and has 
been Chairman since 2008, taking over from Rowena Cox who 
led BAFS from 1993 to 2008.  As Chairman Stephen built on the 
work of the Society’s four previous Chairpersons and with his 
knowledge and enthusiasm continued the reputation of the 
annual Banstead Arts Festival and Autumn/Winter concert 
season for delivering superb music to the local community.  He 
recognised the benefits of collaboration with local societies, 
whose contributions have widened the appeal of the annual 
Festival. 

At the final concert of 
the 2022 Festival 
Stephen was thanked 
for all his hard work 
over the previous 16 
years by the BAFS 
committee and the 
Mayor of Reigate and 
Banstead, followed by 
a presentation made by 
local celebrity, 
comedian Tim Vine 
who was taught at school by Stephen and has been a regular 
performer in the Festival. 

The Banstead Arts Festival Society looks forward to building on 
the achievements of the past 40 years and would welcome new 
members. Anyone wishing to become a member please email 
marionh.bafs@hotmail.co.uk  

 

mailto:marionh.bafs@hotmail.co.uk
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SIR ERNEST SHACKLETON 
 

Two events relating to the fascinating life of Sir Ernest 
Shackleton occurred earlier this year: 

1) 5th of January marked the 100th anniversary of his death. 

2) 9th of March - Shackleton’s vessel “Endurance” was finally 
found, thanks to modern expertise and technology, 10,000 
feet below sea level and 4 miles from where it had sunk 
during his third expedition to Antarctica.  The fact that 
attempts to find “Endurance” continued up to this year show 
that Ernest Shackleton’s life story still resonates today as 
an example of how one individual was able to face and 
overcome many obstacles and failures. 

Ernest was born in Ireland in 1874, the second of 10 children. 
His father was initially a farmer but subsequently qualified as a 
medical doctor and the family moved to Sydenham in south 
London when Ernest was ten.  He became a pupil at Dulwich 
College and left school at age 16 to join the Merchant Navy.  He 
qualified with his Master’s certificate in 1898.  During his life he 
went on four Expeditions to Antarctica: 

1) He applied to join the National Antarctic Expedition (1901-
1904) and was commissioned as a sub-lieutenant in the 
Royal Naval Reserve and joined the Expedition as Third 
Officer under the command of Captain Scott.  They reached 
the farthest south so far in history but could not reach the 
South Pole.  Ernest was sent home before the Expedition 
had finished due to his poor health.  He saw this as a 
personal failure.  

2) Consequently, after raising sufficient money, Ernest sailed 
back to Antarctica in 1907 as head of the Nimrod 
Expedition.  He managed to reach within approximately 100 
miles of the coordinates of the South Pole, which was closer 
than anyone else had achieved.  On his return to the UK he 
was awarded a knighthood by King Edward VII.  
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3) The challenge for the first person to reach the South Pole 
had finally been won by the Norwegian Amundsen in 1911 
and Ernest decided that the only remaining worthwhile 
challenge would be to cross Antarctica from sea to sea via 
the South Pole.  It is worth noting that these Expeditions to 
Antarctica were also collecting information about a remote 
and unknown part of the world.  Accordingly Ernest raised 
more finance and led the Imperial Transantarctic Expedition 
in 1914, which was given permission by Winston Churchill 
to sail even though World War One had started just 5 days 
before.  Ernest sailed in “Endurance” with 27 men. A 
support team sailed in “Aurora” to the opposite side of 
Antarctica to lay down food and fuel stores for Ernest and 
his team to collect as they made their way across Antarctica 
and reached closer to this opposite coast.   

However, this Imperial Expedition failed because 
“Endurance” became stuck in ice and the pressure sank the 
vessel.  All the men were evacuated and Ernest led his 
team with three lifeboats across difficult ice floes to a rocky 
location known as Elephant Island.  Here he decided that 
the only hope of survival would be to reach a whaling station 
830 miles away on the island of South Georgia.  He 
selected five men, including the ship’s carpenter who 
strengthened one of the lifeboats, the “James Caird”.  
These six men then left the other 22 on Elephant Island on 
24th April 2016 and made the voyage in “James Caird” 
across stormy and dangerous seas towards South Georgia. 
They eventually arrived on 9th May during another bad 
storm and Ernest landed “James Caird” on the nearest safe 
site.  The whaling station, though, was on the other side of 
the island.  Consequently, Ernest and two others crossed 
mountainous terrain to reach the whaling station some days 
later.  They obtained a rescue boat and after picking up the 
other three men and with the help of the Chilean 
Government, which lent a naval tug boat, they returned to 
Elephant Island to rescue the 22 men.  Fortunately they had 
all survived the harsh conditions during the intervening four 
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and a half months.  Ernest then had to mount another 
rescue – this time to his “Aurora” support team, which was 
stranded on the other (New Zealand) side of Antarctica. 

Ernest tried to join the British army in 1917 to fight in France but 
was rejected on medical grounds!  He was sent to Argentina and 
Chile by the Government to try, without success, to persuade 
them to join the war effort.  In 1918 Ernest served as a major in 
the North Russia Expeditionary Force during the Russian civil 
war and trained British forces for Arctic conditions.  He was 
awarded an OBE for this. 

4) Then in 1921 with sponsorship from the eminent Dr John 
Rowett, Ernest returned to Antarctica on the “Quest” with 
the Shackleton-Rowett Expedition for a programme of 
scientific activities.  Sadly, Ernest died from a heart attack 
on board the “Quest” while anchored at South Georgia.  A 
doctor suggested he suffered from a hole in the heart.  At 
the request of his wife Emily, whom he had married in 1904, 
Ernest was buried in South Georgia.  In 1922 Rowett 
arranged for Shackleton’s by now famous lifeboat “James 
Caird” to be returned from South Georgia and he gave it to 
Ernest’s Alma Mater – Dulwich College.  

Ernest excelled at man-management and at times gave talks on 
this subject. He received several decorations from various 
governments. The geologist Sir Raymond Priestly who earlier in 
life had been on Shackleton’s Nimrod Expedition, gave a fitting 
tribute when he was asked to compare Antarctica explorers. He 
concluded his assessment by saying: “When disaster strikes and 
all hope is gone, get down on your knees and pray for 
Shackleton”.  

My personal interest in Ernest Shackleton’s life is because I 
attended the same school (quite a few years later).  I had the 
opportunity to see each day the “James Caird” – Shackleton’s 
Boat – in the grounds outside the school buildings, placed there 
as an example and inspiration. 

Roy Jordan 
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THE PARIS LIBRARY 
 
“The Paris Library“ is a novel based on true 
wartime facts concerning the American 
Library in Paris.  There are two settings for 
this engaging story.  The first is wartime 
Paris 1939-1945 and the second is 
Montana in 1983.   

The author, Janet Skeslien Charles, first 
became interested in the incredible story of 
librarians who stood up to the occupying 
Nazi authorities when she later worked in 
the Library herself.   

The heroine is Odile and we are led through the tests of loyalty 
which occupation and conflict bring as well as witnessing the toll 
that this has taken on Odile in later years.   

I found the whole novel absorbing and many relationships were 
observed with well-crafted words and uplifting sensitivity. I was 
particularly moved by an occasion when a friend, feeling 
betrayed, went on a smashing spree only later to discover that 
the person, who was the object of her wrath, had created 
brooches and other beautiful things from the pieces.  She had all 
along felt guilty about the betrayal and wanted something of 
loveliness and worth to arise out of her friend’s righteous anger. 

 
David Skitt 
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MEMORABLE SUMMERS 

The Tidings committee asked several people to reminisce about 
a particularly memorable summer they had enjoyed.  Here are 
the responses: 

 

SUMMER 1976 – THE YEAR OF THE HEATWAVE 

The summer of 1976 was the hottest in 350 years.  It saw the UK 
bask in temperatures reaching 96.6F. The average wage was 
£12,704, a pint cost 32p, we had hose pipes bans, the heat split 
the pavements in some parts and kids were riding around on 
Raleigh Choppers or bouncing on their Space Hoppers.  That 
year my family went on our summer holiday to Newquay, 
Cornwall.  As neither of my parents drove we joined a Warner’s 
coach trip.  Given this was before the age of airconditioned 
coaches, the trip down was an uncomfortable one.  

We spent our days relaxing on the beach – Mum and Dad on 
rented deckchairs, me exploring the rock pools and swimming in 
an unusually warm sea and eating far too many melting ice 
creams and cream teas.  I thought I was the bees knees in my 
denim look bikini and it was so hot that Dad, who was a very 
conservative man, even dared to remove his sports jacket and 
roll up his sleeves.  The down side of the hot weather was that it 
saw a surge of weever fish in the sea.  These evil critters hid 
under the sand in the shallows and when someone trod on them 
they sent up a venomous sting into your foot.  I was stung by one 
when paddling in the shallows – the pain was immense and my 
foot swelled to twice it’s size.  All along the beach the lifeguards 
were administering 1st aid to weever fish victims.  The after 
effects lasted for over 2 years!  

The holiday also helped me choose my career. I was fascinated 
by the workings of the hotel we stayed in and it was there that I 
decided to follow a career in the hospitality industry. 1976 was 
definitely a very memorable summer… 

Fiona Lynch 
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SUMMER 2006 – LIVING IN AMERICA 

The summer between my first and second year of university (in 
2006) was certainly memorable as I flew to New York with a 
company called Bunac, to work at an American summer camp. 
Camp Oh-Neh-Tah was located in the Catskill Mountains, a few 
hours outside of New York City, and for a few weeks each year 
became home to 3 cohorts of campers, all from low income 
families in the city. The charity who ran the camp, Girls Quest, 
were focussed on trying to plug the ‘summer learning gap’ so as 
well as drama, cooking, swimming, archery, and other outdoor 
pursuits the girls also had literacy classes whilst at camp. 

On top of supporting with activities during the day, I was 
responsible (alongside another Camp Counsellor) for a cabin of 
ten 11 year olds (three different groups stayed for just over 2 
weeks each over the summer). As well as dealing with bouts of 
homesickness and the odd squabble between the girls, the most 
taxing aspect was probably needing to be ready at any time of 
the night to accompany campers to the outside long-drop toilet, 
keeping an eye out for bears as we went. The cabins were very 
basic so I also quickly got used to having to let a mouse out every 
night - there was unfortunately one chubby one who couldn’t 
quite fit through the hole the rest used! 

Over each two week period we’d all get one day and one night 
off so it was certainly hard work. A lot of the girls came from quite 
challenging backgrounds and had complex emotional needs or 
difficult behaviour so it was definitely a steep learning curve. That 
said it was also hugely rewarding and such a unique experience, 
in an incredibly beautiful setting. 

I have really fond memories of the summer, spent singing camp 
songs around the campfire, swimming in the lake, gathering 
each morning to raise the flag (with the Pledge of Allegiance 
somewhat surprisingly led by a Geordie!), visiting New York to 
collect the campers, meeting some amazing kids and forming 
bonds with the other counsellors, many of whom I’m still in touch 
with today. 

Alice Gayner 
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SUMMER 2005 – VISITING AUSTRALIA 

In June 2002 my husband, Tom, worked as a police officer at the 
Wimbledon Tennis Tournament. While there he met an 
Australian police officer, Phil, who was on a working holiday 
selling sun hats to tourists, they got on well and became quite 
friendly.  

At the end of the tournament Phil somehow managed to miss his 
flight home! He phoned our house at 7:30 am asking for a cheap 
hotel. We invited him to stay with us for a few days until he could 
get another flight. Tom took a few days off work and did a whistle 
stop sightseeing tour with Phil; he took him to the set where “The 
Bill” was filmed and even took him to France for the day!  

Phil’s wife, Liz, was so grateful 
that we had looked after him that 
she invited us to stay with them in 
Melbourne anytime we wanted! 
That is how in July 2005 the five 
of us had a very memorable 
summer staying with them and 
their family in Melbourne! 

Beverley Kent 

 

 

 

SUMMER 2012 – JUBILEE AND OLYMPICS 

When I “volunteered” to write about ‘A memorable summer’, I 
didn’t plan to write about 2012 – I was going to write about a 
wonderful holiday that we had had in Canada.  But that was only 
two weeks out of a whole summer.  Then I remembered 2012 
when memorable events stretched from June to September - so 
2012 it is!  
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It started on Derby Day when Philippa and I decided that we 
would go to wave to the Queen as she arrived at the racecourse 
– it was after all her Diamond Jubilee.  We waited for some time 
but were rewarded by her Majesty driving very slowly pass us 
and we waved and cheered frantically. 

The next day was the Thames Pageant with The Gloriana barge.  
We had tickets for Battersea Park and with two friends we stood 
our ground by the edge of the river.  Some of you may recall that 
that Sunday was unbelievably wet, indeed the Duke of 
Edinburgh ended up in hospital with a chill later that week.  We 
were soaked and I discovered that my beloved cagoul was no 
longer as waterproof as I thought.  But it was great – lots of 
different craft went by and then The Gloriana with the Queen and 
other members of the Royal Family on it.  We cheered and 
waved our sodden Union Jacks and felt that we had experienced 
a bit of history – who would have thought that 10 years later we 
would be celebrating another Jubilee for the Queen.  

2012 was of course the summer of the 
London Olympics- and what a brilliant 
summer it was.  Our Olympic experience 
started on the Friday that the games 
opened.  We walked up to Headley Heath 
with no one around and then suddenly 
there were hundreds of tents and people 
and barbeques on cricket pitches as 
people prepared for the road race the next 
day.  We went home to settle down with champagne and 
canapes (that seemed appropriate for the event) to watch the 
Opening Ceremony.  And wow – what a brilliant event it was.  
Who can forget The Queen “jumping” out of the plane? 

The games themselves were just fabulous.  We watched the 
cycling at Headley, we went to the rowing, and the athletics, 
which were held in the Olympic Stadium.  We didn’t mind having 
to leave home at 6am to make sure we were there for 9am.  It 
was such a wonderful atmosphere and very exciting to see the 
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Olympic Flame burning – after all I had seen it as it passed 
through the streets of Reigate just a few weeks before.  Who 
knew that pole vaulting could be so exciting?  So many people 
stayed to watch this that an announcement finally was made 
asking us all to leave so the next group of spectators could come 
in.   We also went to the Beach Volleyball that was held on Horse 
Guards. London was at its best that day – the sun was shining, 
the atmosphere was friendly and excited and sitting up in the 
stands we had a brilliant view of the wonderful buildings around 
there…..  And the beach volleyball was great fun and exciting 
too.  I spent so many hours watching the Olympics or, if I was in 
the car, I had the radio tuned to them.  Kevin came home from 
work one day to find me in floods - he was very concerned that 
something awful had happened but no – Gemma Gibbons had 
just won the silver medal in the judo! 

After the Olympics came the Paralympics and more hours of 
watching the TV and listening to the radio.  Whilst we didn’t go 
to any of the actual games, we were fortunate enough to have 
tickets for the Closing ceremony.  On a very warm September 
evening we sat in our seats in the stadium watching a parade of 
Steam Punk machines and dancers and, of course, the athletes.  
Ellie Symonds carried our flag and the cheer for her was 
deafening.  We were then treated to a Cold Play concert with 
Rhianna as their guest star.  Oh, it was just such a brilliant night 
and one that will stay with me forever.  It was an excellent end to 
a brilliant and very memorable summer. 

Sue Dinnage 

 



Page 36  Tidings Summer 2022 

IT’S PANTO TIME AGAIN! 
 
No, The Pilgrim Pantomime Company 
have not got the dates wrong, but after 
the stunning success of ‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk’ in January we wanted 
everyone to know that preparations 
are under way for our January 2023 
pantomime. 

That means it is nearly time for auditions again, so if you want to 
don the make-up and the gaudy costume and get back on stage 
here are the details – 

URC Woodmansterne Lane 

Wednesdays 6th and 13th July 2022 at 7.30pm 

Auditions are very relaxed and friendly. 

If you are a young person interested in acting, singing, dancing, 
working backstage, doing make up or helping in any way then 
we need you to be part of our team! 

Year 4 to 7 can join the junior dancers  

Year 8 to 13 plus can join the senior cast and chorus 

All are welcome even if your school days are far behind you! 

No experience is necessary but fun is guaranteed! 

To express your interest you/your parent or guardian can email 
Beverley at: 

bsk28@hotmail.co.uk or pilgrimpanto.banstead@gmail.com  

Beverley Kent 

  

mailto:bsk28@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:pilgrimpanto.banstead@gmail.com
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DID YOU KNOW…. 
 
Unusual names for common items: 
 

 The space between your eyebrows is called a glabella 

 The way it smells after the rain is called petrichor 

 The plastic or metallic coating at the end of your shoelaces 
is called an aglet 

 The rumbling of stomach is called a wamble 

 The cry of a new born baby is called a vagitus 

 The prongs of a fork are called tines 

 The sheen or light that you see when you close your eyes 
and press your hands on them is called phosphenes 

 The tiny plastic table placed in the middle of a pizza box is 
called a box tent 

 The day after tomorrow is called overmorrow 

 Your tiny toe or finger is called minimus 

 The wired cage that holds the cork in a bottle of champagne 
is called an agraffe 

 The ‘na na na’ and ‘la la la’ which don’t really have any 
meaning in the lyrics of a song are called vocables 

 When you coming e an exclamation mark with a question 
mark (like this ?!) it is referred to as an interrobang 

 The space between your nostrils is called columella nasi 

 The armhole in clothes, where the sleeves are sewn, is 
called armscye 

 The condition of finding it difficult to get out of bed in the 
morning is called dysania 

 Illegible hand writing is called griffonage 

 The jot over and “I” or a “j” is called tittle 

 The utterly sick feeling you get after eating or drinking too 
much is called crapulence 

 The metallic device used to measure your feet at the shoe 
shop is called a Bannock device. 
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LOGS TO BURN 
 

Logs to save the coal a turn 
 

Here’s a word to make you wise 
when you hear the woodman’s cries 

Never heed his usual tale – 
that he has splendid logs for sale 

But read these lines and really learn 
the proper kind of logs to burn: 

Oak logs will warm you well 
if they’re old and dry. 

Larch logs of pine woods smell 
but the sparks will fly 

Beech logs for Christmas time  
yew logs heat well 

Scotch logs it is a crime 
for anyone to sell 

Birch logs will burn too fast 
chestnut scares at all 

Hawthorn logs are good to last 
if cut in the fall 

Holly logs will burn like wax 
you should burn them green 

Elm logs like smouldering flax 
no flame to be seen 

Pear logs and Apple logs 
they will scent your room 

Cherry logs across the dogs 
smell like flowers in bloom 

But Ash logs all smooth and grey 
burn them green or old 

Buy all that come your way 
they’ve worth their weight in gold. 

 
Anon 
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GOING GREEN 
 
Our new home in Tetbury is not connected to the mains gas 
supply, and has a very large oil tank next to the garage.  An oil 
fired boiler provided hot water and central heating for the house.  
Shortly after moving here, we decided to investigate green 
alternatives, and in October last year, went to a 
recycling/renewables exhibition in Tetbury.  We are fortunate to 
have several acres of land, so were interested in a ground source 
heat pump (gshp).  This device provides hot water for washing 
and central heating but the horizontal pipe version does need 
around a mile of pipes buried 1.5m underground to achieve this.   

After some discussion, and a site survey, we decided to proceed 
with green step #1 – the gshp. 

Installing all the pipes during the wet winter was time consuming 
and very messy – Linda compared that area to the Somme 
several times (when she could bear to look).  That area is now 
level again, and the grass sown at the end of April is now well on 
the way to making it look almost normal again.  Our system went 
live at the end of March, just in time to qualify for a Government 
incentive scheme which has since been replaced by much less 
generous scheme. 

Its not all good news with a gshp.  They significantly increase 
your electricity consumption, but reduce, or even eliminate your 
oil/gas consumption.  The installation company we used did 
some calculations in November last year, which showed our 
gshp would pay for itself within 19 years (assuming we qualified 
for the more generous incentive scheme).  Since then, gas and 
oil prices have gone up a lot, so the payback time should be 
much lower now, but offset by a less generous incentive scheme. 

Also, when moving to a gshp, you need to have all your central 
heating radiators upgraded, or more installed. 
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To offset the increased electricity consumption, green step #2 
was to have solar panels installed.  We did not want them 
installed on the roof, so opted for a spot in the field near our 
house.  The panels sit in large plastic “buckets” on the ground.  
There are two bags of ballast in each bucket to secure it in place, 
but this is termed a temporary structure so does not need 
planning permission to be installed in an agricultural field.  These 
panels generate a lot of electricity in the summer months, when 
the gshp is not using much electricity because there is no heating 
to run, but the generation will drop off in the winter when the gshp 
is working hard for heating and hot water.  The following is a 
diagram showing likely generation vs consumption throughout 
the year. 

 
Unfortunately, most electricity suppliers have very different tariffs 
for exporting to the grid (7.5p per kWh) compared to importing 
from the grid (28p per kWh).  If you do plan to have panels 
installed, and to export surplus to the grid, you have to apply to 
your electricity network supplier to get permission to export to the 
grid.  Depending on where you are, and what the local electricity 
network is like, you may be restricted in how much you can 
export. 
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Our aim is to be energy positive over the course of a year – we 
hope to generate, and export, more than we import, but with the 
big difference in export and import tariffs it would still cost 
something.  

Green step #3 is to have a battery installed which will be charged 
up when the solar panels are working, then provide power to the 
house and gshp when the sun isn’t shining.  With a battery 
installed, there is an option to move to a tariff where the kWh 
export and import rates are the same, which would be very 
attractive if we are energy positive over a year.  Batteries are in 
very short supply at present, so we will have to wait for another 
3 months before one can be installed.  The installation company 
say they have already sold their January and May 2023 battery 
deliveries! 

We are fortunate we have space to install the gshp pipes and the 
solar panels but know most are not. 

There are alternative heat pumps – gshp with vertical pipes, but 
you need to drill 3 or 4 holes around 100m deep, and air source 
heat pumps which looks like a large air-conditioning unit on the 
side of the house.  Ashp are not as efficient as gshp, so many 
people with these may still have to use additional heating in mid-
winter. 

Going Green does feel like the right thing to do, but at present 
there are lots of caveats and it is very expensive.  Mind you, 
staying with gas or oil boilers is now a lot more expensive than it 
used to be, and those costs are unlikely to come down much 
whereas the green options are likely to come down over time. 

Ken Richards 
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Copy for the next edition should be with the editor by 

Sunday, 28th August 2022 
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